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EDITORIAL Changes are afoot. PDF files will be well known to
most readers and I've been thinking that it would be a good idea to
send out OSN articles directly to subscribers in this format. Doing so
would eliminate postal charges and anyone using this method would
simply pay an annual subscription of £5 to cover my incidental
expenses. Articles would be sent as soon as they are ready rather than
every 6 months or so & could be printed off by the recipient, single- or
double-sided, or simply stored as files. Another advantage is that this
method would allow more pages of information such as Set Contents,
Tllustrated Parts, etc without the constraints of 32 page Issues.

To allow recipients to keep track of the 'new pages' they will simply
have page numbers following on from the last page of this Issue, plus
the month & year it was sent out.

Please let me know if you would like to change to this method, and
I hope as many as possible will do so as it will simplify matters at this
end. I expect most readers will have the PDF software already but if
not it can be downloaded free & if required I can give details. It will be
at least 2 months before anything is sent out under this system & that
will allow me to answers queries & find solutions to any problems.

Anyone who cannot adopt this change can of course continue to
subscribe as at present and I will send out batches of pages when I
have approximately 32 on hand.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. METALL-BAUKASTEN [5] - Correction. On p1389 of
OSN 46 some words were omitted at the end of the second
paragraph in some copies. They followed 'a short Screwed
Rod' and are as follows: 'a square Nut, & 2 lengths of
cheeseheaded Bolt.'

METALL-BAUKASTEN [5]: S4 [47/1420]

2. A Large BILDICO Outfit. Paul Goodman has found one of
the very hard-to-find BILDICO sets, see 46/1413, full of parts
and perhaps complete. Its box is in the same style as the No.4
in OSN 46, black outside & green inside, but larger, the same
width but 6cm more in breadth, with 3 extra compartments
across the bottom of the box for Strips & Cli

So, most likely a No.5, the largest set in the range (the 'sets
0-6 in the BILDICO para in 46/1415 should have read 'sets 0-
5. The Set has the same quantity of Wheels as the No.4
except 8 instead of 6 Loose Pulleys, and has the same green
Cord. The lid label above, the same size as the No.4's, is as
would be expected but the manual is like the 'earlier' of the
two EREKTIT ones described in OSN 46 (with the 46/Fig.E
front cover) but with the word EREKTIT replaced by BILDICO
throughout.

This set's manual lends support to BILDICO having been
introduced alongside or soon after EREKTIT. The BILDICO
manual shown in MCS appears to be as Paul's but with the last
page replaced with the price list of parts without its EREKTIT
name being changed — probably hastily during WW1.

EREKTIT: S5 [47/1420]

3. 'New' Dutch System: NAME
NAME probably means Special, and

ME"
below, Marktplaats photos of a set HA gk
showing the lid (with the name on it _z ‘ FIG.1 ‘
enlarged here top right), the box's base, and a tray -
of parts. These notes are based on this set, and a few
'mystery' parts to hand which can now be clearly identified as
NAME. They were given to me some 30 years ago by Bert Love
who had been sent them by a Dutch enthusiast, Dr. Boerdijk,
in the hope that they could be identified. Keep a thing long
enough .....

o | A -
..‘1-‘3 'Balalef — = leollalle

The 4 parts to hand are a Sh Strip, an 11h Strip, a 1*3*1h
DAS, & a 5*8h Flanged Plate. All but the 11h Strip can be seen
in the Set. Holes are 3.4mm @ at 13.5mm pitch (but 13.4mm
in the Flanged Plate). All the holes are round, as are all that
can be seen in the Set. The Strips are 13mm wide but the
DAS, 12'>mm.

In total the 23 different parts that can be identified are: 2, 3
(probably), 5, 7, 9, 11h Strips; 3, 5, 7, 11h A/Gs; an A/B & a
D/B; 1*3*1 & 1*5*1h DAS; a 5*8h Flanged Plate & a Flanged
(probably) Sector Plate; a 3*5h Perf. Plate; a 5h long Girder
Bracket; a Wheel Disc; a Road Wheel; a Screwed Rod about
40mm long; a cheeseheaded? Bolt (holding some of the parts
down), & a small Hexagonal Nut (on the Screwed Rods).

NAME: S1 [47/1420]



4. Snippets. The Swiss BOB Theme Sets. Details from Urs
Flammer of the Fahrzeug-Baukasten were given in 41/1234
and now Urs has found the illustration below of the Set in a

Inc., 37W. 57th Street, N.Y. | 2 Park Avenue, N.Y. | Broadway
at 65th ST. The mail order address was 1976 Broadway, N.Y.,
N.Y., though the '1976" is blurry.

TECHNICAL TRAINER: S3 [47/1421]

6. Snippet. 'New' System, BURSCHI. Below the Ebay

photo of the set which it was said was made in the DDR by a

company called Burschi in the period 1945-50. Under the name

on the lid is 'der bunte (the colourful) METALLBAUKASTEN'.

The parts have a MARKLIN look to them, though with only
R = round holes in what

C.W
zerische Fahrzeugbaukasten. Die Bestandteile aus
Leichtmetall lassen sich zum Bau von Kleinfahr-
zeugen, wie Trotrinette, Velo, Tandem, Anhin-
ger und Auro etc., zussmmensewzen. Mic An.
lettung Fr. 24.50.

1944/45 Franz Carl Weber catalogue. It is described there as
being a new Swiss set, and it cost Fr.24.50. Its set number |8
isn't given but the OSN 41 set was No0.905. The standard Swiss
BOB sets were introduced in 1943.

Also in the catalogue the previously unrecorded Flugzeug+

() &
baukasten below, again said to be newly introduced. In fact 4 ¢ =" % F# L %
ﬁﬁ.. i : i A= can be seen of the
i s : .-'_.w_:,'&,‘;.___; Flanged Plates & the

«Bob» der Flugzeugbaukasten 2um Bau von Meaaliflug-

zeugen, Nr. 902, Doppeldecker und kleiner Eindecker,
Fr. 19.90. Nr. 903, Doppeldecker und zwei Eindecker,
Fr. 28.50. Nr. 901, gn‘:a‘ er Eindecker, Fr.9.75. Nr. 900,
kl.i_:mcr Eindecker, Fr. 4.75, s fﬂ}h

sets 900-903 are listed for: a Small Monoplane; a Large Mono-
plane; a Biplane & a Small Monoplane; &, at Fr.28.50, a Bi-
plane & 2 Monoplanes. Perhaps the illustration is of the No.902
& if so it seems that with the 2 wire Undercarriage Legs, & the
2 long Formed Rods under said Legs, both models could be

PRl e | :

made at the same time. That assumes that the basis of the Flanged Disc Pulley (if indeed Eat part has a pulley groové).

Small Monoplane is the brown wing cum fuselage cum tail part
top centre. The long Formed Rods would run the length of the
fuselage with the Prop at the right end and the curly part of
the longer one as a tail skid of the Biplane. More information
on these sets very welcome. And was there ever a Set No.904?

BOB [3]: S2 [41/1421]
5. Snippet. TECHNICAL TRAINER. It was said in 19/529
that from May 27, 1946 the maker was Farmingdale Aircrafts-
men Mfg. Corp. & that distribution was by Herman M. Kruse &

Associates, St. Louis. An 11/46 Popular Mechanics ad on Ebay
recently had a photo which looked like a Set A and was offered

The Flanged Sector Plate is probably 8h long, as would be
expected, and the long Strips & A/Gs probably 25h. Nothing
really can be seen of the Brackets but some of the parts in the
bottom right compartment are a puzzle. One looks to be a
1*6*1h DAS, and another a 1*7h SAS, but neither are clear
enough to be sure. There is a double-ended Spanner in the
bottom centre bay.

Of the 4 models that can be seen I spotted 3 in a late 1930s
MARKLIN manual. The one on the lid is the Set 2 Dieselmotor
mit Schnellbohrmaschine, and the first 2 of the 3 on the
tattered manual page are both No.1 models: Lastaufzug
(Goods Lift) & Hauptsignal (Railway Signal).

at $8.95. The ad was from Dynamic Electronics, New York,

BURSCHI: S1 [47/1421]
OSN Subscription Rates The price per Issue, including postage, at Printed Paper OSN - Your Credit Balance:
Rate where available, is £6.50 for UK; £8 by air to Europe & surface anywhere; £9 by
air outside Europe. Back Issues For the zones above : OSN 1: £1.50/£4/ £5; OSN 2,3: was £ after OSN 46
£3.50/£5.50/£6.50 each; OSN 4-27: £5/£7/£8.50 each; OSN 28 on: £7/£8.50/£9.50. (All was £ after your remittance
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Payments from overseas may also be made using PayPal (in Sterling please).
Small Ads Short ads are free to subscribers; insertion in the OSN 48 guaranteed if at = Please send at least £ if
all feasible (but repeats may not always be possible, please ask). you wish to receive the next Issue.




Snippets. 'New' System AUTO-MONTEUR Two
single-model sets from this German system, date unknown but

possibly post-WW2, have been seen on Ebay, a Nr.50 and a
Nr.51. The maker too is unknown but the logo is on the box
lids, see Fig.3. The method of joining the parts is unusual — by
tabs pushed through slots and then bent over. Shown here,
the open box of the Nr.51, some parts from the Nr.50 (Fig.2),
the Nr.51 lid, and the Nr.50 model with part of its lid.

The Parts & Model The parts are the same in both sets
except for the Wheels & the colour of the Load Carrier. The
main parts are a flanged plate for the Chassis, the Cab (it is
seen assembled in both sets but is made from 2 parts), the
Bonnet, the Load Carrier, the U-shaped Plate which supports it,
& the Wheels. Smaller parts (see Fig.2) are 2 Axles which have
one end flattened, 2 rubber Axle Stops, & a Screwdriver. Not
seen in either set, a tool describes as a small Key which is used
to bend over the tabs.

FIG.1

Assembly of the model is straightforward with the
Bonnet & Cab attached to the Chassis, and the U-
Plate to the bottom of the Load Carrier. This Plate is mounted
on the back Axle, thus allowing the Load Carrier to tip. The
finished model is 23cm long and the Wheel scales at 4cm @.

The Instructions for the Nr.50 are on one side of a single
sheet, with a drawing of the model identical to the one on the
box lid on the upper half, and text underneath. The Nr.51's,

folded in two, and with the bottom 2 lines hidden, can be seen
in Fig.1. The text is the same as the Nr.50's but with its layout

AUTO-MONTEUR: S1

The ANDERS Liliput Set More !
information thanks to Jiirgen Kahlfelt &

Urs Flammer. Jirgen sent a much
clearer photo of the lid of the Set |
shown in 38/1134, and gave the size of |
the box: 126*105*16mm. The Strips in *
the model on the lid have a shallow 'U' |
section, as in Urs' box right, and, as|
can now be seen, in the one in OSN | :
38. Also the buffers are cheeseheaded ©
Bolts held by square Nuts. The length
of the Flanged Plate is about the width =
of the box, and is thus rather smaller | |

ANDERS: S4

slightly rearranged. No doubt its top half has a drawing of the
model similar to the Nr.50's.

The Sets The two boxes are the same apart from their
colour, the Nr.50 is blue, and having a different label. As an
indication of size their length is about the same as that of the
finished model, 23cm. Apart from not having the 'Made in
Germany' on it, the Nr.50's label has the same wording &
ig.3 but arranged diagonally, as in Fig.4.
! FIG.3 |

'MONTEUR '}

There is no indication of which style of set came first but to
me the Nr.50's box looks of better quality and its label more
modern. But if it replaced the Nr.51 why was it called a Nr.50?
And was there ever an earlier Nr.50? Perhaps originally the
numbering started at Nr.51 in order to have the '50' available
for a later, cheaper set. With only different Wheels, the saving
in the factory cost of the Nr.50, compared with the Nr.51
wasn't perhaps large, but the retail price may have been set
appreciably lower than that would imply, to increase the size of
the market. And perhaps the Nr.51's price could have been
increased a little to compensate, particularly if its box & label
were made smarter to match the Nr.50. Note the many
'perhaps' above.

OSN 47/1422

Kk than the 'guesstimate’ in OSN 38.

| Urs' set has the same lid as Jirgen's;
. the parts can be seen left. Notice the
Axles with pips to locate them between
' the model's sides, and the Crank Handle
| with a hooked end. Though not spotted at
the time both parts can also be seen in
the Nr.113 set illustrated in OSN 38. The
' hooked end is presumably to engage in
some part of the model's structure to
| prevent the load running down. The Set's
N&B are in a small fawn packet with

5 =Y Liliput Nr.1 printed on it.

OSN 47/1422



Another MLADOST Set Details of
an unused set from this Bulgarian
system, with parts to build a Loco &
Goods Van, appeared in 25/720. Now
David Hobson has kindly supplied photos
of & notes on his recent find, a similar,
unused set, but this time for a Loco &
Passenger Coach, the latter right, from
the model leaflet. The Loco was shown
in OSN 25 (the OSN website photo is
clearer, see p3 of the OSN 25 photos),
and can just be seen on someone's hand in Fig.3.

The Set's maker in Bratsigovo, is the same as
before, and the date rubber-stamped on a yellow
label stuck onto the box's wrapper is 30 vi 1989.

The PARTS All the different parts in the Set are
shown right (except the 3*3h Trapezoidal Plate, see
OSN 25) with the metal parts to the right of the
black Plates. All the parts were in the OSN 25 set
except the 5h Strip & the 3*5h Flexible Plate, and,
apart from some of the colours, match them except
that the Motor has a tinplate case, plastic gears, and
a built-in axle to accept the push-on plastic (Pulley)
Wheels. The hex Huts & panheaded Bolts are steel:
the M4 have a brassy look, except the perhaps cad-
miumed 8mm Bolt; the M3 nickelled. The M4 parts
are 7mm A/F & head diameter: the M3, 5.5mm.

The SETS David's is packed in a plain brown
cardboard box, 11*7*3", with the wrapper as
described in OSN 25 around it (except that it has the
yellow label on it). The wrapper shows the models
from Sets 1-4: the Loco with either a Refrigerated
Van, Tank Wagon, Goods Van, or Coach respect-
ively, but the only indication of which set it is is the
name, but not the Set No., on the yellow label. The
parts are packed into 7 recesses in each of 2 white
plastic trays.

A leaflet with the set lists the range available:
Sets 1-4 as on the wrapper, No.5 is the Loco, and Nos.6-9 are
1-4 without the Loco.

The Loco & the 4 items of rolling stock are shown, as in
OSN 25, on the front of this leaflet, but also a Railway Station
& Level Crossing Barriers. On the back is a photo of a large
display or exhibition piece. It has a Loco & 2 wagons running
on black track, probably A/Gs; a Station; a Railway Footbridge;
and some Garden Furniture, all seemingly made from parts in
the system. 2 of the Helicopters and a Windmill from the
ELEKTROMEKHANICHEN sets described in 36/1099 can also be
seen, along with some other toys, presumably more of the
firm's products.

The Loco Set The parts in it are: Strips: 1,2,4 #1001,1002,
1006, 2,3,10h. A/Gs: 2 #1028, 20h; 2 #1168, 10h, 120°. L-
Girder 2 #1163, 15*2*1h. A/Bs: 4,4,2,4,1 #1034,1035,1119,
1160,1178, 1*1,2,4,6,6h. D/B: 2 #1038, 2*1*2h. DAS: 5 #1120,
1*3*1h. Rev. A/B: 6 #1036. Flat Trunnion: 6 #1013. Perf.
Plates: 2,1,1,3,1,1 #1017,1012,1164,1161,1016,1021, 2*10,
3*3,3*7,3¥10,5*7,7*10h. Trapezoidal Plate: 1 #1014, 3*3h.
Flex. Plate: 1 #1177, 7*10h. Gear Wheel: 1 #1151. Pulleys:
1,6 #1115,1049, 23,38mm @. Axles: 1,2 #1057,1159, 20,81mm.
Hook: 1 #1103. Bolts: 48,8 #1083,1084, 6,8mm. Nut: 56
#1089. Bolt: 6 #1079, M3*6mm. Nut: 6 #1088, M3. Headed
Pin: 2 #1116. Buffer: 6 #1165. Axle Stop: 7 #1045. Funnel: 1
#1167. Headlamp: 3 #1166. Nut Carrier: 1 #1043. Spanner:
1 #1044. Screwdriver: 1 #1090. Geared Motor: 1 #1162.
Switch: 1 #1112. Connection Wire (possibly, it was missing
from the Set): 1 #1117.

The Coach Set Its parts are: Strip: 8 #1003, 5h. A/Gs: 2
each #1027, 15h, & #1169, 15h, 120°. A/Bs: 8,5,4 #1035,1119,
1160, 1*2,4,6h. D/B: 1 #1038, 2*1*2h. DAS: 2 #1120, 1*3*1.
Rev. A/B; 4 #1036. Flat Trunnion: 4 #1013. Perf. Plates:
4,1,1 #1012,1016,1021, 3*3, 5%7, 7*10h. Flex. Plates: 4,4

OSN 47/1223

MLADOST:

#1015,1019, 3*5,15h. Pulley: 4 #1048,
26mm @. Axles: 1,2 #1057,1065, 20,
70mm. Hook: 1 #1103. Bolts: 40,4 #1083,
1084, 6,8mm. Nut: 44 #1089. Headed
Pin: 4 #1116. Buffer. 6 #1165. Axle
Stop: 6 #1045. Spanner: 1 #1044.
Screwdriver: 1 #1090.

The Goods Van For completeness, its
parts (from the MCS Extra Sheet): Strips:
2,2 #1002,1007, 3,15h. A/Gs: 2 ea #1027,
15h, & #1169, 15h, 120°. A/Bs: 4,1,4
#1035,1119,1160, 1*2,4,6h. D/B:1 #1038,

2¥1%2h.

DAS: 2 #1120, 1*3*1h. Flat Trunnion: 4 #1013. Perf.

Plates: 7,1 #1016,1021, 5*7, 7*10h. Flex. Plate: 2 #1019,

3*15h. Pulley: 4 #1048, 26mm (. Axles: 1,2 #1057,1065,
20,70mm. Side Rail: 2 #1171. Hook: 1 #1103. Bolts: 26,4
#1083,1084, 6,8mm. Nut: 30 #1089. Buffer: 6 #1165. Axle
Stop: 6 #1045. Spanner: 1 #1044. Screwdriver: 1 #1090.
The MODEL LEAFLETS There is one for the Loco & one
for the Coach, and they are in the same style as those in OSN
25. That's to say a long sheet folded into panes 238*163mm:
5 for the Loco, 4 for the Coach. Both feature the real article on
the front, plus a hand with the model on it, as below. After this
there are, for the Loco/Coach, 4/3 large photos showing
constructional steps, each with a parts lists. The reverse side is
printed in black on orange. For each model there are 2
exploded line drawings of key stages in the build (as in OSN
25) with the parts labelled with their PNs and with a parts list
for the stage. Plus for the Loco a diagram showing the position
of the Motor & Switch. Finally the Illustrated Parts
spread over 2 panes Fig.3

EI\E KTPOMEXAHWYEH KOHCTPYKTOP
«<ANOKOMOTHUB»
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New' System: OUR BOYS David Hobson kindly sent details of his |
recently acquired set, still strung and with only the Screwdriver & some |
of the N&B missing. If the parts look familiar that's because they are very |
like those of two other early post-WW2 UK systems, ARWILL & §
BELMONT, see 29/856, 37/1102, 41/1230, 43/1294, & 36/1076. But
there is one big difference, OUR BOYS has 1" bossed Pulleys with Rubber |
Rings, against the 1" Discs in ARWILL & BELMONT.

The PARTS Details that can't be seen clearly in Figs.2 & 3 are the |
4*8h Flanged Plate which has all its sides flanged, the green 2*2h A/B & |
2*4*2h DAS, and the 2 Collars, one between each pair of Wheels. ‘

Holes are at 2" pitch, as would be expected, but at 3.7mm @ they are
slightly smaller than those in ARWILL & BELMONT. The thread is again
4BA. The Pulley is brass, 1" @, and the Rubber Ring is 138" 0.d. Bosses &
Collar are ¥8" @, single-tapped. The Axles & Crank Handle are about ,
3mm @, and are respectively 4 & 42" :
long.
The missing Screwdriver is described in
the manual as 'chromium' but so is the
actual black painted Spanner in the Set.  [#iE

The Strips etc are dished with ragged [
holes and they are poorly finished. The
black parts have a dull look to them.

The N&B (Fig.3) are brass, probably
commercial items. The Bolt is round-
headed of about 4" @, & 38" u/h. The
hexagonal Nut is about %" A/F.

The SET The red box measures 15*
12*%34" and the lid has no label. It is
shown in Fig.1 with the manual on top of
it. The N&B are in a small fawn envelope
loose in the box. The Screwdriver would
have been held to the left of the lefthand
3*8h Plate. The set contents are listed in
the manual and, apart from the missing
Screwdriver, are as in the box except that
there should be 30 N&B.

The MANUAL It has 8 pages, 252*
182mm, including covers. Covers C2-4 are
blank. The first inside page has the Bridge W
'supermodel' in Fig.4, then 2 pages with 4 OUR BOYS sets.
models on each. None of the models are named, and the 3 model pages The OUR BOYS set cost 50%
have no text at all. The 8 models run from a Settee to the Flying Machine more than the ARWILL and I won-
in Fig.5. They include a Mobile Crane (Fig.6) & a rudimentary Big Wheel dered if this might indicate which
as well as Trolleys & domestic items. There is one rather poor photo for came first. But the extra parts in the
each. Several need more parts than are in the Set, and one or two are former (4 Strips, 5 Pulleys, 4 Rings,
similar to ARWILL models. The final page lists the parts with their the Axles, Collars, etc) would, using
quantities — some have strange names, the Flanged Plate is a Centre Box MECCANO prices for the parts,
& the Strips are called Plates. All the ARWILL names are dlfferent W|th account for all of the difference.
Box-Plate & Strips for the parts above. The price is given on {*
this page, 18/2 including Purchase Tax. |
REMARKS There is no indication that there were any other

“Our Boys”
Constructional
Set

[o ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ 0 ¢ o
e e o e o ¢ o o

Fig.4 is 60%
of the original
size; Figs.5 &

6 are 100%

OUR BOYS: S1 OSN 47/1424
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Another CASTLE BUILDER CASTLE BUILDER was a
Canadian system and the version described in MCS is fairly well
known. Its date isn't certain but it was most likely introduced
towards the end of WW1, see 16/458. The Illustrated Parts from a *
manual are shown in Fig.2 and a number of them, including the
Pulleys, Gears, Sprockets, & Brackets, look like AMERICAN MODEL
BUILDER. On the other hand the Perforated Plates & flat Sector | *
Plate resemble the first version of the American MODELIT, and as
with the latter, suitable lengths of A/Gs were provided to allow
bolt-on flanges (see 8/186). It isn't known if any of these Fi

. . g.1
parts were bought in, or merely copied.

But there was another version of CASTLE BUILDER which I

didn't know about until recently. Fig.2

Kendrick Bisset has kindly sent
scans of the key pages of his in-
complete manual, and Jean-Pierre 3% s

Guibert has kindly agreed to my 46
using the illustrations of this new 4.
version that are in his Encyclo- 48

pédie. The parts are shown in
Fig.3, and are listed in Fig.7. It is 4°° (@
%

=

reasonable to think that this was so 29 28

a later version because there are s ‘ ® (600006006000 000000000000009)5
L 5 @I ®

more parts in it, sufﬁx a' PNs are &% @ ® & —

used, and the prices of parts w2 1B 17 7a 26 25 f(oooooooo

{:@ n'llllB (coooocooo0o0o00)7
/ 23

21 2z

ﬁ (cooocoooo00 8
4z
@sse55D 9

Y2-doz to 40c (Version 1 prices
from MCS).
The PARTS The 'AMB' Brack-

common to both versions are ‘ N /o O\ 7O
higher. As an example the price (|§4)
of 25h A/Gs rose from 30c per z 13 ' IOS 15

!

ets remain but the Wheel #57; all B s o ﬁ

the Pulleys except the Loose 6o 0000000GC O S v (eeooo)w
Pulleys #13a & 14a; the Gears & ©000000000O0 = ==
Sprockets; & the Shafting Hanger o0 gc00goBod i RIS (o9

now look identical to the cast '
parts in STRUCTO (see 15/424). e R . B3X 3L 30 50 X 5T 50 X 5 T
STRUCTO Axles were grooved but : Q N se: 8 0?‘?.?‘?.?.?‘?‘?"“. e
their lengths don't correspond to 9 D : ey o
CASTLE BUILDER's. (I wonder if
these 'STRUCTO' parts were
bought from Structo when it §§% ; | 2528 s N
ceased making STRUCTO sets in fremd it N : bioo0000000
1919 — it was noted in 30/876A ' : ; : e i '
that Meccano acquired certain
STRUCTO strip parts at the time.)
The earlier 'MODELIT' Plates
are retained, also the A/Gs used
with them, though the Plates' §s
corners are now shown rounded. §
The main new parts are the
Plates #64-67, the Architrave, the §
Trunnions, & the Latticed Girder B
parts #60-62. Details of the 6 & . ¢ o o ¢ o o o
12" Girders were given in 17/475
& 20/567 (as Mystery Parts 32).
The end holes are at 572 & 112"
centres; the end pairs of holes at §
%e6" pitch; the rows of holes
along the top & bottom are at
1.0" pitch, & at 916" centres
across. The Extension #62 was §
Mystery Part 41, see 20/567. The §
Architrave & Trunnions were also el o % e - » ‘
found in Canada with the Latticed e m e 7 i S
parts. The latter seem to be an quite large with 12x 25h A/G, 30x 25h Strips, 15 Gears,
original design; the Architrave, apart from its rounded corners, 250 N&B, 13 Plates with enough A/Gs to add flanges to
looks similar to the PRIMUS part. all, and a Motor. (For reference the Version 1 Contents
The SETS in Version 1 were progressive from 0 to 7 with linking are given at the end.)
sets 0A-6A. All the parts in Fig.2 were included and the No.7 was The Version 2 Contents in Figs.8 differ in several ways.
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No. Part Price | No. Part Price
1 1214” Angle Girder.. .4 doz. 40c | 35 Propellor Blade........ pair 20c
2 5" “ ... 30c|36 Pawls.....
3 4 # “ o...“  25¢|37 Wrench.. ..
4 214" “ B e ¥ 20c [ 38 Chain
5 1214” Perforated Strip.. “ 35¢ (39 Angle Plates, No. 1 .
6 8" “ A8 gy 30¢ Sector..  ........ each 15¢
g iéz “ ‘: — 20c | 40 Rectang}lar Plate, 214 .
] “ “oo 1lc “ Sc
e 9 3" L o 10c | 41 Rectangular Plat“ 2/2"
% ) . : 9a 37 w « Sc x 304" . «
STEERING GEAR They contained 64 different 10 24 ¢ s Ielg g;alnlé Axlle
VN . a 2 - c ? rank
MECHANISM parts against 56 but not all 1 g Pulier e o3| H 31
4 : 12 1 P 20c | 45 157 «
the new parts were included. i3 I G"’O“Wd “‘:y - each {52 ig ‘152/ Axle Rod
- a “ free.. “ 5¢
S_ets 0&A A'I\Q/egrke Ar/]-\(i\t progrﬁs i 3 /21,: « Whase  1ee ig 6: ‘o
. 2 3 « “tin. .« ¢ 5o«
~ sive: sets tOget er 15 Bush Wheel........... 5 20c [ 50 4ls”“ «“
gave a No.1. The sets were 16 Double Bracket........ doz, 30c |51 3lg”« ™
.17 Sprockct\Vheel large.. .each 25c | 52 o K “.
generally smaller than before: 13 « small.. “ 20c|52a 17 ¢ o«

the No.1 had 55 parts plus 26 45 Eraen 6tk Wicei 2% | 3 agt S

N&B against 61+30; the NO.6 5 (oG Wiea, |35 D18
365+170 against 388+200. ,, p emall-.-ooe D 3063 Carlheels.
There was no No.7 (474+250 23 Worm... 4 20c|59 Shaft Hangers. f‘
before), nor a Motor in the 2ia Set Serews 1 don, Be|gr Yo otieed Girder. . dgm SR
No.4. Al the sets from the AA 22, Nsehine ey ofc 1% &3 Gidor Bxtemsion = ot
upwards contained the  Latt- BN | O Recignguiar Placg, 3367« 20
iced Girders but at the 57 Faekesloiie & '3|0 Angle Plates. No 3 a4 ¢ los
expense of fewer Strips & 28 ° © T ... -3 No. 3 45° *  10c
A/Gs. Their usefulness in the 30 Doupie BentStris. |1 “  5e| 60 Motor wich Switeh |
‘Fig.s smaller sets is doubtful. 52 Hogko o Shoe e BITD oty ctions: -
The Manuals Fig.1 is the §3 SOLTRME. o0 §g|™ PaperFasteners ...
JaiW, CLUTCH Eg\fgfl%?egéid:{gk?; No. | Name o ui \\_\I || \Iz 2|24)3| E‘} 4| _4:1__.5:\ i3
. Yl is identical except 1 AngleGirder, 12257 ... 4 ? : j 12
/I B 7 that to the right of 5 . . 3-'?"_:::"::'_'_1'-;-__ SRR o ' - e I S
] : W the boy's neck is* 4| ¢ L2 : : sl 66 208 210
INSTRUCTION ~ Book 2  Perforated Strip, ey 1 [
No.i. To hand the s “ - .,',:‘,,.',Z',,..
Version 1 equivalent of the Iatter and from Kendrick's 8§ . X Aa &S 3! %%
remaining pages the two are very similar. They both 10 . = . 2 820 28 48
have 16 pages, 10%2*6"2", plus covers, and their front 13, \irooye P"nf*" “Ta b 3t 3
covers are identical. All the models are carried forward 13 . et i A 4. li g0 4
with the same illustrations — they are quite simple and {f‘ Bush \\ el T t_l,", I b 1 (1] 1"i5 o 3
do not contain any parts that would have necessitated a 18 Eouhlﬁ.ﬁ{ﬁkc{ i e LI O | O ol 4
change. None of course include the Latticed Girder. But }é AR e 1 1 0l - T
by having the Illustrated Parts & Parts List on one page, 19 Efg\r\ ::\étla;r large. gl hay 2
pl5 is spare and is used to introduce the CASTLE 21 |Crown Gear Wheel, small... . .. | 2 5 2. 2
BUILDER GIRDER. Under the Fig.4 photo (of 4 Girders 22 Fimion..............ooooofififoofooneden i 1 I+
making an ERECTOR-style box girder) it is said to be the ::j geon:cm .................... ool |23 211 ﬁi"ii 43
only girder that will fit every ther steel Builder set, a_nd 25“ “Emm','fe“é‘,;'r;‘;;: whort e 68 44112/ 44156
that the holes along each side are a feature which 25 = long. ... s il |8 412 2 14
allows endless opportunities for construction MOt 5ol Sy Coupiing. |- 11|l 1T 5 g
possible in other Builders. No mention of the box girder 2; %mck‘gu 90{.}.]{ e g 8 f ---(12 1224 13 36 lsf °§
(patented by ACG). Also shown are two mechanisms gy e & 7o e TS U a Y66 3 o 9
which use some of the new parts (Figs.5 & 6) with no . Nante Alaala A2 2n3]3a448 5 158 6
text other than their titles. The Clutch has 2 Contrates, — T ! - :-——'—l-~—1'—°}—_.__,
presumably operated by the vertical Strip. A Contrate ol i Strip, 5- h'u’l'j‘ FORRORN 1 Y A IO " A T IO - ) -
can also be seen at the end of the steering column of 32 Hook..................... e . s A )]
the centre-pivot Steering but not what it engages with, 53 SLSHIIR- .- ocooe oo fnffoeleee ool il LE =B
Version 1 Contents The quantities of parts are given g paale e 7 gy 28
for Sets 0-7 but without any initial zero values. Part #1 4,8,8, 37 Wrench................... [+ efoe cof Beeed B B T BLf
10,12, #22,22,44,4,68. #3 44888 #42,44,68,8,10. #5 5 Kol biaes No. 11T e e AL g
2,6,12,12,18,24,30. #6 2,4,6,8,18,18. #7 2,4,6,12,18,2430, 40 Rectangular Platc, 23%x315 - 1| 1) I 2 4
36. #8 2,4,6,6,6,12,18. #9 2,4,6,6,12,12,18. #10 10,10,10,20, il . 22 R O A I | i "3
20,30,40,50. #11 2,4,6,6,12,12,18. #12 2,4,5,556. #13 44, 46 Axle Kod, li';;";jjjjj;jjj i i 2 R
4,44,456. #14 1,1,1,3,3,4,4. #15 1,1,1,2,2,4,4. #16 488. 48 -+ 6 . 33 18
#17 1,1, #18 1,1 #191,2,2,2. #20 1,2,2,2. #211,2,2,2. #22 39 o 0 Aol i =1 3
1,3,4/56. #23 1,1,1,1. #24 4,6,6,8,10,15,20. #25 18,30,45, 352 “ “ _"‘ . ‘ ., ol Bl 4
72,100,150,200,250. #26 1,2,3,4. #27 8,12,12,24,36,48,60, 32 - ° 1. | F '98b ol e o 2
72. #28 1,2,4,6,8. #29 2,2,4. #30 1,2,2,2,3,4. #31 1,2,2,2,2, 54 |Cor ,__'_”_'_::: _____________ : 12 6
34, #32 1,1,1,2,2,2.2. #33 11,1, #34 1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1, #35 36 | Brackets, 180°. 1111110 2 cosl Ao o] §
24, #36 12,203 #37 L1111, #38 11, #30 22,444, 25 | Car Wheels. ... gresmnces 24 18
/ Linlintinll alalialinlall U rer ity 60I..nttlcchlrdcr,lE....,.,.;... 4 4. v 12
#40 1,1,1,2,2,2,3,4. #41 1,2,2,3,4,4,5. #42 1,1,1,1,2,2. #43 61 | e S 4 8. i 16
1,1,1,2,2,3,4. #44 1,2,2,2,22,3. #45 1,2,2,2. #46 2,3,3. #47 gg %me;“f;njm*wn i N g <] 12
1,1,3,3. #48 1,2,2,3,4. #49 2,4,4,5,6. #50 2,2,2,3,44,6,6. ¢ | Angle Plates, No.2...... .. I 292 . o g
#51 1,2,3,3,34. #52 2,2344,6,6. #53 444,888, #5411, 07 5 - N "3 {- 26
2,3,/4,4,5. #55 1,1,1,1. #56 Sht.,A,B,B,B,B,B,B. P I bl | 7 i
70 | Book of Instructions........| 1
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Snippets. 'New' Brazilian System: ARGOS As can be
seen from Figs.1-5 this system combines wooden Blocks with
Rods joined by J-shaped Clamps. The concept is as in the post-
WW2, single set American/Canadian LIL'N-GINEER (see 27/
781), the German ROBO, & the Spanish EL INGENIERO

MECANICO, but it has a few extra parts, more sets, & more

ambitious models. Fig.5, probably taken from the back of the
manual, gives details of (presumably) the maker in Sdo Paulo.
All the printed material seen, except the manual covers in
Figs.1 & 5, has text in English as well as Portuguese

Dasde Set BL* & godamn L0% aluiiied
qalls aomd TAR g laiegs, dotal SH) pleces bo
lisatle] 31 Featt Fity Lamadibiad sataly
Load il Bpa LAANd . W 0w

l'-'_pm_zﬁ:-.....:.'-u.n.w.- 5 .-r-
-@@E!@C}@@{w
=2 EmE e

OSN 47/1427

The Sets Nos.1-4 are illustrated in the manual, together
with brief details, though those for Set 3 can't be seen. Fig.2
shows the No.4: it has 3 layers of parts in a box 54*34*8cm,
with 683 parts including 148 Clamps, & 76 models are claimed.

parts, the small- g
er sets one. The
' latter have 146,
1 244 parts, includ

ing 18,34 Clamps,
in boxes 50*30*5 & 54*34*6cm, for 30 & 53
| models. The LIL set had 101 parts, including 16
Clamps, for 15 models. ROBO had only a few
more parts for 18 models. So both were apprec-
iably smaller than the No.1. The No.1l's backing
| card was like ROBO's in having a large figure of a
.| robot printed on it, though they are not quite the
| same design. So perhaps ARGOS was initially
| inspired by ROBO and then it was decided that
! the system had potential worth exploiting.

The Parts 2 of the 3 the wooden parts match
LIL/ROBO & from scaling, their main dimensions
are similar; but ARGOS also has the thinner rect-
angular Block. From what can be seen, the other
parts probably include all the

LIL/ROBO ones. The white
Sail etc (never actually incl-
uded in the LIL/ROBO sets)
* can be seen in the centre
of the large tray in Fig.2
with a Saddle on either
side of it. Extra ARGOS
parts almost certainly
included longer Rods.

The Manual The cover is shown in Fig.1 .
Fig.3 shows part of 2 model pages: the Tract-
or can be made with Set 1, and is a LIL/ROBO
model; the Crane & Scooter are for Set 2.

| 1CAS
CONSTRUGOES METALAS

- Fig.5
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MOBILO MOBILO was a French rod system which claimed to
have only 3 different parts. It appeared in 1919 and continued
for an unknown period into the 1920s — perhaps not very long
judging from the few sets which are seen.

The 3 parts were the Rod (though in 5 different lengths),
the Wheel (though in 2 diameters), and the U-Clamp. Sets also
included a Box Spanner and a Tape Measure.

These notes are based on a No.l1 set, probably near
complete, & a leaflet with it; an unnumbered set, complete,
belonging to Jacques Pitrat; some patent material from David
Hobson: and a few Ebay photos. Thank you to everyone.

HISTORY MOBILO was patented in Switzerland in March
1918 by John Albert Chappuis, Engineer, 87 rue du Nord, La
Chaux-de-Fonds, a city some 60km east of Besangon, just
across the border from France. A French patent, 490268, is
dated May 1918, and a UK patent, 117252, was applied for in
April 1918 and accepted in July. An American patent, 1309240,
was filed in May 1919.

A copy of the UK version is to hand and claims that the 3
elements can be used to make models, and that the parts are
dimensioned to give maximum versatility. The details can be
seen in the figures below taken from the patent.

Despite its Swiss connection MOBILO's claim to be French
arises from 'Fabrication Frangaise' on the box lids & manual
cover. Nothing is known of the maker but the Manual & Leaflet
were printed in Paris, and entries to a MOBILO competition

) set has only 22 Clamps

MOBILO: S1

were to be sent to 20 Rue Richer, Paris (IX®).

The first known ad for MOBILO was in December 1919, and
another in a 1920 Bon Marché catalogue, shows one set with
no indication of any others. Two versions are known of this
unnumbered set, one with slightly fewer parts than the other.
Eventually there was a small range of outfits: Nos.1, 2, & 3
with linking sets 1A & 2A, and a small Mobilo Essai (Trial or
Sampler) set.

The PARTS, less the 4 other lengths of Rod, are shown
below, at near their natural size. All are nickelled steel. Rods

are 3mm @ with sheared ends, and are 20,40,80,160,320mm
long. The Wheels are 30 & 33%mm @ and vary in width from
1.3 to 1.55mm. The Clamp has 7mm slots; its set screw has a
square head 32mm A/F, and is 62mm u/h. The thread is the
old French standard: 3mm @, .6mm pitch (not the 8" BSW
currently in the Database). The Box Spanner has a 3.2mm @
transverse hole through the handle's outer necking. The part is
used in one model as a gun barrel but is shown there with a
knurled handle and no necking. The Tape, see Fig.5, is metal,
32cm long, 12%2mm wide, & marked MOBILO. The small part
next to the Box Spanner in Fig.5 is in the style of the other
parts but is not mentioned anywhere and is probably an alien —
it's large end is tapped and it has no obvious use.

The SETS The original unnumbered '30-Clamp’ set
contained 10,10,10,10,5 Rods 20,40,80,160,320mm long; 10,5
Wheels 30,33mm @; 30 Clamps; 2 Box Spanners, & a Tape. 93
parts in all. The Leafle .
has a photo of it, right,
virtually identical to the
one shown in the Bon
Marché ad.

Jacques' '22-Clamp’

& 1 Box Spanner, but
otherwise the same
parts as the '30-Clamp'
outfit. It also has the
same manual but
with one page re- [
moved and 2 stuck- &
in labels added.
Having only 22
Clamps greatly re- R
duced the number
of manual models that
could be made, but, as Jacques
suggested, it was no doubt intro-
duced to increase the number of potential purchasers.

All the unnumbered sets have the same blue boxes with lids
like the No.1 (Fig.1) but without the set number. Jacques' box
measures 33*15'2*2%cm and its base (Fig.5 overleaf)
matches the one in the Bon Marché ad. A set seen on Ebay has
blue trays forming the partitioning. (A second Ebay box also
has blue trays but the box looks to be black and its lid has a
label identical to the manual cover (Fig.6), with a red

OSN 47/1428



surround. I wouldn't be surprised if it were a Fia.5 ‘
misguided restoration.) g-

The 6 later sets are listed in the Leaflet and it says that
the Essai, 1, 1A, 2, 2A, & 3, have, respectively, 64, 140, 122,
262, 146, & 4?? parts. The digits following the '4' for the No.3
have been abraded away but the total might well be 408.

The No.1 to hand has a black box 33%*20%2*2%2cm and
the lid is shown in Fig.1. The red circle with '1' in it looks to
have been stamped on. Some of the parts are in 2 blue trays,
about 11*4cm, and there would have others of different sizes
originally. As found it contained 12,12,12,12,8 Rods 20,40,80,
160,320mm long; 12,8 Wheels 30,33mm @; 58 Clamps; 2 Box
Spanners; & a Tape. That makes 137 parts against the 140
given in the Leaflet. Perhaps there were 60 Clamps originally
but what of the other one? Possibly the manual.

The manual with the Set was the original version. It
has no mention of the numbered sets but there could
of course have been another leaflet about them and
the extra models that could be made.

A larger set has been seen on Ebay. Its box is in
the same style as the No.1, with blue trays, but at
33*55cm (as scaled) much larger. The centre pages
shown of its manual are as in the original version.

The MANUALS The original '30-Clamp'
manual has 48 art paper pages, 210*130mm,
plus covers (of slightly corrugated card). Most of
the text is printed in blue. T i

Fig 290

above, the picture is stuck onto
the cover. C2 is plain. p1 is the
title page & p2 is blank.
p3 has an Intro with
mention that the parts
are nickelled. p4 is about
the 3 parts; p5 has the
set's contents, a price list
of extra parts, and says
that all the models
through p28 can be

Fig.6

B O d

Le projectile est une poulie qu

monte plus ou moins haut suivant

la force du coup frappé a l'extré-
mité du levier,

ENREGISTREUR
DE FORCE

made with the Set. p6 shows how youngsters can 's'amuser
d'une fagon charmante' (have fun in a delightful way) by using
MOBILO parts to outline the main features of a picture of a
church set in a landscape. Well, maybe. pp7-12 show 14 basic
constructions including a crank handle, fast & loose pulleys,
and a 4-tooth pinion with an 8-tooth gearwheel. p13 shows a
Rod being curved by using Box Spanners, one of which is slid
over each end, through the transverse hole. pp14-47 have 47
models from TOUR (Tower) to LA TOUR EIFFEL. The model on
p28 is OBUSIER EN BATTERIE (Howitzer & Limber). Each
model has a Fig. No. but in random order. p48 is about a
model competition with 10 prizes from a gold Oméga watch
plus 3 sets, to some extra parts. C3 has a detachable entry slip
stuck on it to be returned by 31 Mai, but no year. C4 carries
just a small printer's logo with DRAEGER IMP. PARIS under it.

The models are illustrated by excellent quality halftones and
many carry a signature which looks like G. Onkelinx. The small
models are two to a page and have one photo each; the
largest has 3 larger photos over 3 pages. Building instructions
are limited to a few words for a few models but the photos are
adequate for the smaller models, and perhaps for the others if
one has experience of the system.

The '22-Clamp’' manual is the 30-Clamp one above but
with p5/6 carefully removed (undoubtedly by the manufact-
urer). This of course because p5 had the contents of the 30-
Clamp set. It was replaced but a small label stuck on the back

cover giving the 22-Clamp inventory. p5 also had a price list
” for extra parts and this was replaced by another small label
stuck onto p1. Some of the prices were slightly lower.
Another Manual? The Aeroplane on the manual page in
Fig.4 is on a lefthand page but in the manuals above it is on a
righthand one. The model on Fig.4's right page is the
Howitzer — it it on the back of the Aeroplane page in the
manuals above.
The Models The 30-Clamp set's 27

PIECES models are mostly small, with a good many
.NECESSA!RES Trucks, Barrows, etc, and domestic items.
4 Barres de 320 Byt a few are more interesting including a

il 160 Mobile Crane, the Try-Your-Strength

= 28 Machine left, a cord driven Joy Wheel, the

%4 oo Howitzer (Fig.8), & a Monoplane (though it
Roues de 30 doesn't have a tailplane).

The 22-Clamp outfit only allowed 13 of

the 27 models, and those are the less
interesting ones.

The No.1l's extra parts allow only one
more model over & above the 27. a
CATAPULTE (LANCE-PIERRES) (Ballista) on p29.

The larger models are generally much
more advanced and include a Fire Escape
(Fig.14), a credible Arched Bridge, a Wind-
mill Pump (but there's no pump), a Lift
(Fig.13), a Rotating Crane (Fig.12), a
Chassis with centre-pivot steering, a slightly
strange looking Pick-up Truck based on the

Chassis, a Van (Fig.9) with different

centre-pivot steering, a
gear-driven Cake-
Walk, a

PIECES NECESSAIRES

. 6 Barres de. 160 4 Roues de.. 33
i’lg. 30 a o 6 - .40 30 — .. 30
7 5 — v (B0 30 Brides
OBUSIER E N BATTERIE 5 — .20 1 Clef-tournevis
OSN47/1429 MOBILO: S2



2 Barres de
24 —
21 =

7 Roues de

AUTOMOBILE e
PIECES NECESSAIRES 5 %

320 24 Barres d'_‘_a = oo el —

80 9 = = i

20 4 Roves:de . =053 | !

30 108 Brides g f
.f*u-m—‘”"'" \ e

Fig.9 ga=—" poa™ |

LA TOUR
EIFFEL

PIECES
NECESSAIRES
20 Barres de 320
12 — 160
90 — 80
36 — 40
39 air 20
277 Brides

'.- ? ‘

A
VA

"J

En remplacant les croisillons
entre la deuxiéme et Ja troi-
sieme plate-forme par de la
ficelle, comme dans la partie

gpvaw: ARy
(RN
o X

1 Feoe
 § ELEVATEUR
1 A

PLATE-FORME

i

MANEGE Fig-11

PIECES NECESSAIRES

3 Barres de . 320 3
;5 - 3 ; . I% : o -
18 @ i &;r: =
i 8 7 = ~
B - B 30 { o PiE(_,ES
155 Brid GRUE TOURNANTE 8
i i NECESSAIRES
PIECES NECESSAIRES e
7 Barres de ?eg . B Barres de .. 320
Tg B s - A — .. 160
- 0 :
mH_d 20 ;]7 —_ o 80
b ki3 :
R . 2124 — .. 40
130 Brides 4. | P
| = 19

10 Roues de .. 30
98 Brides

=

PIECES NECESSAIRES

2 Barres de .. .. 320
10 . 160
1] — .. 80
21 - Lo 40

8 = 5 .20

4 Roues de 33

3 - 30

73 Brides

inférieure, il ne faut plus que

26 barres_ de 80 au lieu de 90 ; /
et 150 brides au lieu de 277. Flg 14 V= o CHARIOT DE POMPIERS

AVEC ECHELLE MOBILE
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Roundabout (Fig.11) again gear-driven, a 32cm diameter Big
Wheel, and the Eiffel Tower (Fig.10) which could be built with
5 of the 30-Clamp oultfits if the cross bracing Rods in the upper
tower (S-shaped!) were replaced by cord (as in the lower
levels). All the models illustrated are their original size except
Figs.11,12,14 at 50%, and without their extra views.

USING The PARTS Below the method suggested in the
Manual to make a fast pulley. The wall thickness of the Box
Spanner makes it difficult to keep the Wheels tight together.
The assembly looks a little neater if only 1 or 2 of the 30mm
Wheels are used because
then a 20mm locking Rod
can be used. Loose pulleys
are as the tup in Fig.7 with
just one Clamp on the axle
at either side.

I made one or two of
the simple models, then
the Try-Your Strength Machine, and then the Howitzer &
Limber. The Clamps held the Rods firmly and structures were
adequately rigid. The Set Screw's tip is slightly rounded and
this allows cross Rods to pivot slightly within the Clamp's sides
but this would only be a (minor) problem if the Rod's other
end was free. It would have been better though if the end of

the set screw had been concave. The Box Spanner turned by §
hand was adequate for most joints but a Rod as a tommy bar §
could be put through the transverse hole if necessary. This §
isn't suggested in the Manual and could have led to the 9 |
Clamps with stripped set screws found in the No.1 Set. (They |
were replaced by 5 BA screws — they were a tight fit and could
only be used because the Clamps' tappings were on the loose
side.) Inevitably the Box Spanner couldn't be used in some
tight corners and a normal spanner proved essential in such }

cases.

One problem was that to attach, say, a cross member, both
its ends had to be engaged in the Clamp before either could be ==

tightened. This wasn't difficult for the simple models but in
tight corners in the Howitzer, or where parts had to be sprung
apart, as in the uprights of the 'Machine’, one wished for a
second set of hands. The other problem was that the only way
of creating a bearing was to use the centre hole of a Wheel
which had been clamped to a suitable Rod (as in Fig.2). This
looked very clumsy in small models and for the Howitzer it
would have been impossible for the hinged frame which

OSN 47/1431

‘Qcm Screwed Rod

Another PAJTAS Set Jean-
Pierre Guibert kindly sent details
of his set, thought to be complete
or very nearly so. It is basically
the same as my example describ-
ed in 46/1397 but with a few
differences.

The Parts Of the parts in the «
OSN 46 set J-P's has 4 DAS, 6
A/B, 8x 11h Strips, 2x 90mm &%@w
Axles. 2 Collars, 38 Nuts, 22 CH
plus 8 RH Bolts (both are 9mm u/h, the CH is 6.9mm @), and

OSN 47/1431

MOBILO:

elevates the barrel. The only alternative was to only partially
tighten the Clamp through which the axle passed. But then
said Clamp would often be free to move sideways and collars
either side of it would be needed. These are made from a
Clamp with a 20mm Rod through it (as outside the Howitzer's
Wheels) and said Rod, besides looking rather ungainly, can be
difficult to fit into the space available. A 10mm Rod would have
helped, or better still, a longer Set Screw to avoid the need for
a Rod at all. This problem was overcome in the Howitzer but
only by using numerous non-MOBILO washers to form spacers.
The Try-Your-Strength Machine wasn't a great success as
the tup was too heavy to rise more than a few millimetres.
Ignoring their drawbacks, the models made were thought

_ attractive looking, partly due to their delicate air, partly to the

still very shiny nickel finish of the parts.

POSTSCRIPT Jean-Pierre has kindly sent details of an
unusual set which he obtained recently. The lid below shows
that it was a prize in a competition sponsored by Le Petit
Marseillais, a newspaper in the south of France. J-P explained
that between 1907 & 1939 numerous local/regional news-
papers issued 'school' exercise books of 'homework' for
children to complete during the long summer holidays, and
some, as an incentive, awarded prizes for the best efforts at
te end of the holldays“ Fig.16 _—

o CONCOURS de DEVOIRS de VACANCES

de Construction
mécanique

et permettant des

organisé par combinaisons mulipes

LE PETIT-MARSEILLAIS

BoITE DE CONSTRUCTION
MOBILO

Apart from the lid and the box being red instead of que
the set is the 22-Clamp outfit already described. The manual
too is the same except that the leaf with pp47/48 has been
removed as well as pp5/6. This no doubt because p48 gives
details of the 'standard' competition with 10 prizes, and might
have caused confusion. The stickers giving the set contents
and the prices of spare parts are as before.

S4

18x 8.8mm @ nickelled Washers (there were actually 2 in my
set, but were inadvertently not mentioned).

Parts not in the earlier set are, except for a 5cm Screwed
Rod, shown left. In the Set were: a Screwdriver, & a 3mm @
Drift, both steel, 1 each of the Double Bent Strip & 2h high
D/B, & of 5 & 9cm Screwed Rods. 2 each of said Rods are
needed in the manual models, as for example in 46/Fig.4.

Other differences. The hole pitch is exactly 12.85mm;
bosses, at 11.5mm @, are smaller; and Strips are 12.5mm wide
against 13.0.

The Box is identical to mine except for some differences to
the lid label (Fig.1). It has 2 boys instead of a boy & a girl, the
models on the table are the same but are seen from a different
viewpoint, and the BFV logo is much smaller. Not noticed at
the time, one of the Vatera sets mentioned in OSN 46 had the
same 2 boy lid except that it had the larger logo.

The Manual As before (see 38/1145) it consists of 6
sheets inside a wrapper, and all are identical except that the
PR on the back of the wrapper starts with '65 3846' (though
the first figure is blurry and may not be correct) instead of
'66. 17'.

PAJTAS: S4
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An EIFFEL Manual Some- |
thing on this small German |
system with aluminium parts
was given in 10/247. Now a
little more, mainly from scans
of a manual kindly sent by Urs |
Flammer, but also from some [§
sets seen on Ebay. EIFFEL was
made by Dietze & Wieland of
Munich 13. The dates for the ;
firm in Baukdsten are 1940-
48, with c.1944 for EIFFEL
itself. Eisenzeit gives 1940-48
for the latter. There were 2 |
sets, a Normal & a Doppel.
The Manual has 36 pages —— ==

a little smaller than A4 (the same size as the lid label, F|g 1),
and pl is shown left. It may
though have had outer
covers with the front ident-
ical to the lid label — as do 3
of the 5 manuals of this
type seen on Ebay. p2 has
the Manual's contents, and
p3 a Forward which says
that the models through
p25 can be made with the

Normal set, the rest with

the Doppel (Double). p4 has a photo of Doppel set, as in Fig.1
& 10/247, though with the parts in the various compartments
arranged somewhat differently. All the manual's illustrations
are good quality photos. p5 has 'EIFFEL' made with Strips etc.
The parts are listed on p6, with the quantities in the 2 sets,
and they are illustrated on p7. pp8 & 10 have constructional
hints referring to photos on pp9 & 11. pp12-25 show 12
Normal models from Schubkarren (Wheelbarrow) to the Auto
shown below on pp24-25. pp26 have 7 Doppel models from
Stellwerk (Signal Box, with a signal gantry) to Loco-

el reg

MCDELLE

gebaut =it dom

 EIFFEL-BAUEASTEN

M
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VORDERACHS
und STEUERUNG
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EIFFEL [1]: S1

motive on pp34-35. There is a
Parts List for each model but no
| instructions. The back page
| (p36) is blank save for the
| printer, Franz Brandl, Inh. Gebr.
Appel, Miinchen.

For a system of this size, and
despite some of the parts being
| a little unusual, the models are
generally above par in appear-
ance, and of a good size. But
apart from the steering in 2
| vehicles they are simple mech-
i anically. The Normal models
include a slewing Crane, a
® Letter Balance, a Railway Goods

Wagon a Bridge, a Scooter & the Auto in Figs.4a & b.

The Doppel models are even better, with a Windmill, Eiffel
Tower, Big Wheel, the Water Wheel with double trip hammers
in Figs.3a & b, a 4-4-0 Loco, and a Lorry with a slightly
different version of the 'Ackermann' steering in Fig.4.

The photos of the models below are only a fraction of their
original size but I think all the details can be seen with a
magnifying glass.

Another Manual One Ebay manual has the same text on
the title page as Fig.2 but rearranged & with EIFFEL straight &
not curved. It was with a Normal set and probably contains
only the Normal models. As seen it had no outer covers.

The Sets The boxes measure about 31*20*234 & 34*24*
23cm but are otherwise very similar with the same label &
pattern of partitioning.

The contents of the Normal Set are: 4x #1, Rev. A/B
2*¥1*1h. 4,1x #2,8, D/B 2*1*1, 3*1*3h. 2,6x #3,4 A/B 3*2,
1*1h. 2,3,2,6 #5-7,9, DAS 2*7,5,3*¥2, 1*3*1h. 1,1,1x #10-12,
Dble. Bent Strip 1*1*7,5,3 *1*1h. 54x #13, hex Nut. 5x #14,
Full Nut. 30,14x #15,16, RH Bolt, 6,10mm. 2x #17 Perf. Plate
7*5h. 6,8,8,12,8,8,4,4,4x #18-26, Strip 3,4,5,7,9,11,15,25h.
1x #27 Srln Cord 4 44x #28-30, Pulley Disc 62,42,24mm
1,2,2,1,1x #32-36,
. | Screwed Rod 30,52,76,

% 100,140mm. 2x #37
m Spanner. 1x #38 Screw-
mmsmms driver. 1x #39 Manual.
.| (Al holes are round &
& the thread is M4. The
" Full Nut (Hohe Sechs+
. | kantmutter) is called up
' for many of the models

| but I can't see it in them
. to say why it is needed.)
The Doppel Set has
twice the quantity of
parts #1-37, and 1 each
of #38 & 39.

]
[

o
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N
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I lines of building instruction
; in a few cases. Apart from 2

Kahlfeldt kindly sent some details, |
via Thomas Morzinck, of the one set
known of this small system. It is |
thought to date from the 1946-48 |
period and the box lid is shown |
right. The parts (Fig.2, from the
manual) are more or less a copy of
STABIL but are made of alloy and at

‘WWJMHWMMW[FJWEIHHW.’H’IHWLW [ A
éiiz den inte//z'yenten Knaben

i small models the others are
all STABIL Nr.50 models in a
! prewar manual, but adapted
t to use the parts in the Set
| and redrawn accordingly.

This rework for the Draht+
{ seilbahn in Fig.3 is poor in
] that the vertical members
. which support the higher

TEN ]

12.6mm, their hole pitch is very

slightly greater than STABIL's 12.5.
DURALEG seems a strange name —
could it be that the first part of it =

came from Dural, the trade name of an aluminium aIon at the
time. Nothing is known of the maker but the manual's printer
was Paul Mock of Miihlhausen (near Eisenach).

The Parts in Fig.2 look like STABIL except for the number
of holes in the Wheel Disc #15, and the 24t Gear #14 (see
13/355). Notably absent from the selection of parts which one
might expect are the Flanged Plates & their centre Perforated
Plates. As will be seen the manual

j end of the mechanism frame
8 have been omitted. The
& other 'large' models are a
reasonable Rope Conveyor a Lorry with centre-pivot steering
& a Paddle Steamer, though both rather skeletal, & a Lathe
which looks very similar to the STABIL model but the printing
is too poor to see the details clearly — it is the only model other
than the Drehtseilbahn to use the Gears.

p9 has the Set Contents and a paragraph headed Zur
besonderen Beachtung! (Precautions?); the back page, notes
about the possibilities of the Set & some constructional hints.

i i oo siiein e T TR ]
models are mainly adaptations of i > G m Wil
STABIL Nr.50 modeIS, and the w1 Flacheisen, einfach Lasche
. gelocht, 3,5, 7, 11, 15,19 Nr. 2 Winkeleisen r. 3 Nr. 4 Nr. 5

DURALEG set has more Strlps, A/GS, och lang 3 5 urd 11 Lech lang \’Lrhumhangwmke[ Doppelwinke! chhwmlml
and N&B than the Nr.50 to compen- f;‘"‘;’;d

. . NTL
sate for the 'missing' Plates. ) b s B & 25 mm

The Set The quantities of parts in
it are as follows, following the order of
the parts in Fig.2: 6,8,6,6,4,4, 2,4,2,

Nr. 7 Gewindestift, ca. 70 mm lang

Nr. 12
i ) Winkelband
Nr. 8 Qewindestift, ca. 30 mm lang Nr. 9 Schnurrad Stellring Klemmscheibe 5 x 1 Loch

T

Nr. 10 Nr. 11 m mm

Nr. 20 Schraubenzieher

8,1,2,2,1,25,2,2,4,1,1,2,1,2,50,75,1, m
1,1. Also some Cord with no PN. = 5 ‘Fig.Z‘
The Manual has 10 pages, made e Nr. 16
! Nr, 15 3 s
from 5 sheets, 1034*18cm, stapled Lochscheibe Gabelband Nr. 17 Nr. 18 Nr. 19 .2 = &hmmmwm, flach
together. pi1, the 38 mm @ S-Haken Schraube Mutter Nr — Schraubenschlissel, gekripit
cover, is identical to Teile zur Drahtseilbahn
i 2 Langsholme W.E. 11 llg Nr. 2¢ 1 Hingebander FLE. 5 Llg. Nr. 1b Stellein Ne. 10
the l_ld_ Ia_bel except 2 Quegrholme W.E, 5 Lig. I \r 25 2 harl%)etrz.u . = FLE. 5 Ilg. N Ib 1 Kurbeilgﬂ FLE 3 Lig. Nrole
that it is in B&W. p2 | 1 Lagi:rstiiue ﬁfé 435 Il_]g X . 2b ?. :Eork;smcu = FLE 3 Lg. N ole 1 Zahnrad Nr. 14
2 Entfernungsschienen= g. MNr. | orbseite = Wink Etund Mr, 12 1 Welle fir Zshnrad — Gewindestiit Nr. 8
has the Illustrated ) 4 Yoais ISTLE) |1 Kowlese - LLE 5 Ll Nr.1b | Schurrad » Nr. 9
i 3 Querschwellen inkelband r. [ rderkorbra = Schourrad Nr. 9 1 Seelirin, Nr. 10
Pgrts (rearranged in 2 Oertststiels = FLE. 7 Llg. Nr. la 1 lt‘jrderkorm,:mdn.l — Qewindeatift.  Nr. 7 45 Sols gbl
FIg.Z) & p3-8 show 2 Spannwinkel Fiachwmkel Nr. 5 2 Lagerschrigstiele FLE 19 Llg. N le 43 Jt-i'aLi el
! Quergeristsehiens - W.E. 35 Llg. Nr. 2b | Zahnrad 25 mm Nr. 13 "3. Q,“"'?"ﬁ arkel
10 models from the |.|;a}|cmag¢; Gabelband ﬁr- éb { iaﬁnrad\:le]h Gewindesiiit E, 8 i Verbindungswinke
H T I Sehnurric MNT. nurra NEy 3 -
Cable Car in Fig.3 to ‘Flg.3‘

a horizontal rotating
arm with a car at
each end, Garten+

,{ Drahtseilbahn

karussell. There is a
Parts List for each
except the two in
Fig.4, and a few

Teile zum Elektrokarren
1 Wagenboden » Bezeichnung s. unten
1 Lenkvorrichtg. = s Extraabbildung

Das Triubrett ist mit 2 Verhindungs-
winkeln angeschraubl. Der Elektrowagen
kann richuig gesteuert werden, jedoch

Torkran
fakrbar wnd schwenkbar

Fig.4a

Elektrokarren

Lenkvorrichtanmg
von unten gesehen

OSN 47/1433

E g};‘;ﬁﬁ‘éﬂr * Schnurrad miissen die Schoiire Gber > pelegt A d]:n 1rl;lel]|gcni:r| Knaben
: werden, damit der Wagen beim Driicken zttm Nachibauen ohne .
1 Trittbrett S Tuck : 2-4
2 Lenkhebel des linken Lenkhebels auch tatsichlich Anleitung. Figs. are
A7 Schrauben Tasal-Liper b, their original
uttern =
4 Verbindungswinkel . size.
Fig.4b

Als Drehgestell
dient in Schnur-
fzd, welches mit

einem Gewindesiift
mit dem Wagenboden
rusammengeschraubt
wird.

DURALEG: S1




Snippets. More on GLUCK's Aero/Zep Sets. Four
items of interest from Ebay add to the notes in 45/1374. The
first two reinforce the BUILD-A-PLANE, TEN IN ONE
connection, the third is a 3-engined model, and the fourth a
photo of a model built from the BUILD-A ZEP outfit.

A BUILD-A-PLANE No.150 outfit has a red box like the
No.300 in 45/1374, but at 15*12", slightly smaller. The label is
the same design and
covers the whole lid. The

(B m“'ﬂ-
UILD‘:“-PLANL:»Q

model leaflet is in the | Now 1

oS0

same style as the TEN IN
ONE, and the '30-in-1' on
its title page, right,
indicates the number of
models in the the Leaflet.
The Illustrated Parts
page is identical to Fig.4
in OSN 45 except that it
has 30-in-1 in the centre

I GLUCK ManuracTuRIG Co, \

NEW YORK, N, ¥

Ses=— s

panel and one additional part is shown (in the frame to the /

left of the Wing in 45/Fig.4). It is a DAS L
and is listed as #27 'Small Forms — four fi..
pieces used for connection wings'. Right, B
the 4 in the Set — they scale at 1.6" long. (==&
The set has 2 Wings and so these parts Sye
would provide the interplane struts. The
Wings are the same size as the TEN IN ONE £ e
parts but the lower one has a rectangular FIG.2 entre
cutout to accommodate the Rubber Band drive to the
undercarriage Axle. Apart from the extra Wing and the DAS,
the Set has the same contents as the TEN IN ONE. One of the
Ebay photos shows some of the small parts including Bolts
with round heads and 3 sizes of hex Nuts. 2 of the latter, the
largest & smallest, can be seen in 45/Fig.9. Some flat
Rubber Strip is also shown but nothing can be seen of
how it is attached to the Prop Shaft and at the tail.

Next another TEN IN ONE set which is the same as
the one described in OSN 45 but has 2 points of interest.

First, the Wing is held in the box by a card wrapper with
'‘BUILD-A-PLANE' on it in large letters. Secondly, it is said that
the yellow circle bottom right on the lid (see 45/Fig.3) has
'GEM | GMC Products | As Bright as the Name' in it.

The 3-Engined Model. Below, the underside view of it
shows the shafts of the outboard motors running in the lugs of

x the #18 Wing
Strut/Undercar-
riage. The red
cylinder behind
the Prop is like-
ly to be the part
#8 and not the
#13 Motor. The
wing span was
given as 20"
/» much more

¥; than the 114"
in the known
sets, and too
long for the No.300 box mentioned in OSN 45. So perhaps
there another set, or perhaps the Wing is a foreigner.

The Zeppelin Model. Below, the photo from the Ebay
item — nothing was said of the make but the 'Spirit of Youth' on
the side tallies with the same name under the model on the
Set's lid in OSN 45. The model was said to be 162" long. The
red 'wheels' on either side of the lower Fin look to be standard
Gluck Pulleys and perhaps originally the lugs under the
Gondola carried more 'wheels'. The Nose is suspect because in
another photo it is clearly red and distinctly too large to be a
good fit on the main body.

GLUCK: S2 OSN 47/1434
Snippet. 'New' German System: TECHNIK/ Which of them, if any, are original is unclear but none match
TECHNIC One other German TECHNIK (without the the long-slotted ones of the lid. There looks to be a very small

TECHNIC) is known, a small set shown in Baukasten. Its lid is
quite different to the present one shown below, and, as will
appear, its parts are unlikely to be the same. As can be seen
the set was made by Ludwig Schreiner and the words around
the logo are Rehburger Spielwaren. There was a city called
Rehburg between Hanover & Bremen until 1974 (when it was
renamed Rehburg-Loccum) so perhaps TECHNIK was made
there. Nothing positive is known of its date but the lid's text in
German & English suggests soon after WW?2.

One edge of the box and the parts in it are shown right.

TECHNIK/TECHNIC: S1

spring motor to the right of the DAS, top centre. The box was
said to measure 16*19*3cm and the pitch of the holes in the
Strips above it scales at 11mm, and 133%mm for the lighter
grey Strips on the left The parts in the Baukdsten TECHNIK set
are also grey, but their pitch

‘ scales at 15mm.

OSN 47/1434
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MINEX <
MARKLIN —l

MARKLIN MINEX This account is based on a draft kindly
supplied by Kendrick Bisset, some notes from Thomas Morzinck, a
Nr.02 set & a few Gears to hand, & some Ebay photos. With a hole ¥ 7 i
pitch of %" MINEX was a half-size version of standard MARKLIN Metall- large Pulley. The pair can also form a slewing crane
Baukasten (itself an outgrowth of MECCANO). It had a number of parts bearing, as in some of the models. The Tyres
not in the standard system, notably Flexible Plates, and many of the PN ~ Name|/Set:1 2 3 M PN  Name|/Set:1 2 3 M*
parts were made of aluminium alloy (at the time the use of aluminium 125 ft”p 44 41 Propeller

rather than steel was encouraged by the government). Another ., ﬁ éﬁrg?nzngiﬂf

44 2h highD/B 1 1
443 - shorter

—

- 4 8 1
innovation, for the first time Rubber Tyres were included in Marklin sets. 9 _

The system was introduced in the Spring of 1939 at the Leipzig fair 17 -

Tllustrated Parts; Fig.2 some parts from a Nr.02 set with a few MARKLIN 12% _ Fi9-3 2

1

1

1

1

and the earliest PR known is 0639. It was heavily promoted with a lot of 15 - 610 1 44b - 2h wide 1

different ready-assembled models made available for dealers to exhibit. 4 - 2 4 45  Dble Bent Str 1

Emphasis was given to the possibility of models to suit the HO model 2 - 2 4 4573 —5h span !

< . . . . 2/5  Slotted Str 46 DAS 2*5*h 1

railways which had been introduced in the mid-1930s. The volume of 55 G/ ved str 4 4a - 12h 1

MINEX models would be one-eighth that of 2" pitch systems. 825 AG 4 47 RevAB )

Production ended at sometime during WW2 and MINEX was not 817 - 47a - 2hcentre 2

reintroduced afterwards. That did not stop others from launching small- 811 - 4 6 51a  Trunnion 2

scale systems soon after WW2: the German MIGNON & GLORIA, both 87 - 52 FlgdPIstht 1 2

with a hole pitch of 6mm, the 7mm East German OLYMPIA, the Austrian ggs l_J-Gir der 4 gga :g;n g
METEOR & the Belgian MINIATOR, both at 8mm. 911 - 55 SpingCord 1 1 1

The PARTS Although the pitch was reduced by half, also the width 19 FatBrkt 2 4 1 57 Hook 11
of strip parts, other key dimensions had lesser reductions. Holes were 11 DB 2 4 Collar 4 6 12 2

2.9mm, Axles 2.8mm, & the thread had an o.d. of 2.7mm (the N&B fit 12 AB 8 8 2 60/7 DAS1*5*th 2 4 6
6BA well but the thread could have been a non-standard metric type). gﬂg Axle g?/5 6;:*”‘ 2 4 ? 2

Materials & finishes. Fig.4 shows the parts as in the manual's 62 HandCrank 1 2 2

1

3

3

1

S, B RN PENNEPECPRPNNPROPNNNOEDPNNNN 2O NENONORERENOOOON P BRROMNO®
w
©

63 Couplin
2" parts for comparison. Brackets (the black parts in Fig.4) are steel, as 1355 65 N&BpTir% Ld1 2 1
are the flanged parts, the Railing #081/25, & the Perforated Plate 13/4,5 - 2 2 65a - Base 12 1
#0170 (they are all painted red). Pulleys, the Flanged Wheel #020, & 13335 - 2 68  Lge Flgd Ring
the Bush Wheel are red Bakelite with a brass bush moulded into those 1325 - 22 4 70 ManualNr.1 1
with bosses. Nearly all the other parts are aluminium alloy (exceptions 1915 - i Ma -Nr1-3 L
- . 18 Drift 1 81/25 Railing 2
are mentioned later) with most bare but the Plates #0150-0154 yellow. 5 Flgd WhI 86 Paper Clip 76132 245 19
Now some notes on the parts, and points of interest about those to 21 Ppylley 4 1 87  Washer,Ige 4 4 4
hand & seen in photos. Slots are 4mm long. Bosses are single-tapped. 21a - 1 87a —small 4 6 10
Strip parts & A/Gs are .7mm thick. The Drift #018 is 3mm @ and 22 - 4 4 191121 Tyre, Ige 4 4
just to big to enter the holes. Pulleys #021a, 022, & 023 are 19, 11 & 23  LoosePly 1 2 9122 —small 4 4 4
) A . 24 BushWhl 2 2 94 Connector 2
8mm @. The Bush Wheel #024 is 19mm @; the Wheel Disc #024a 2a  WhiDisc 2 4 150 Triang PI 5
18mm, & 1mm thick. Gears. The 13t Pinion #025 & 26t Gear #027 .5  Gegr 13t 1 151 Semi-gcirc Pl 9
mesh at ¥2" centres and are 9.8 & 18.2mm o.d., with 3 & 1%amm face 26 -1t 1 151a Quadrant P! 2
width. Their Module is .65 (39 DP) the same as standard MARKLIN. The 27  -26t 1 1 154 Tapered PI 2
only integer ratio from the 5 Gears is 2:1. The Worm is brass. The 27a -1 2 160/11 Flex PI 11*25h 1
Screwdriver is 123mm long o/a and has a wooden handle. Again its 27 ‘45tk " 1 116017 ~7825h 1
shank is just too big to pass through holes and in any case its end is -0 Srocket12t 160/5 - 5725h 2
. 30a -24t 1 161/3 -3*11h 2
splayed. N&B: Nuts #037b are 5.0mm A/F; the Bolts' neat tapered 3,  \wom 1 1615 —5411h 9
cheesehead is 4mm @. #037a & 037ka are 5%2 & 3%2mm u/h. All are 33  pawl 1 162/3 —3*Th 2
steel, brassed except that 037ka is blackened — it is often used in 34  Spanner 1 1 1 162/5 —5'7h 2.2 2
bosses. The Aero Motor scales at 1%8" @ in a photo and has black 35  PiotBolt 1 2 2 163/3 —3*5h 2
cylinders inside a silver casing. The Hand Crank #062 & the Collar 3% Bot2mm 1 2 1635 —5%h L
. - . .. 36 Screwdriver 1 1 1 164  Sector PI 1
#059 are zinc castings, blackened & brassed respectively. The Collar is 37 .
- . . a Boltlong 20 75 150 50 170 PerfPI7*7h 2
7.0mm @ & 6mm long. The Tin Lid & Base of the small parts tins, 37, _shot 10 25 50 301 Elec Motor 1
#065 & 065a, are 8amm wide, 4172 & 40mm o.d., and are red painted 37p  Nut 33107 210 50 302  Coil, Core, Disc 1
steel or aluminium, .35mm thick. They also serve as Wheels, and the 37c  Grub Screw (in some bosses) 303  Bulb &Holder 1
Base has an impressed pulley groove, see Fig.2, so it can be used asa 38  ThrddPin 2 4 4 306/5 Fibre Strip 2
38b DomedNut 2 4 4 309 Plug 2
39 Spkt Chain 1 311 Cable 1
OSN 47/1435 MINEX: S1 40  cord 12 2 * Motor Set Nr.0301 G



Flachbimd Transmlss:onsschnur @
Nr, 01/25 25 Loch, 158 cm lang
0L 1T .- 107 ., Nz 040 2 m) Kupplungsmuffe
O R T e " Nr. 063
W 09 9 56 = Handkurbel . ..
b 0177, 4d I.ufruhruube Nr. 041 Nr. 061 mit Stellschraube
W 0155, 31 . Nockenschelbe i
W 014425,
» 0173 3w 18 i Schravbenschachtel /
S Oberteil Nr. 065

‘Bo'geribund

'Fluchband n';.S:hliiz 0305 NS
Flugzeugmotor
OTF0C0F0 0] e

Do oo0COoCoOo

Winkeltrdger
.08]25 25 Loch, 15,8 em lang
L 0817 17, 107 .,
W 081 11, 691,

0

Nr. 044 Nr. 044a

Doppelwinkeltrager Lagergabel
Nz 09/25 158 cm lang Ny, 044b
o 09/11 69,

S ®)

oy 8

Flachstiick Fiihrungsbiigel Winkelstiick

Nr. 010 Nr. 011 Nr. 012
— )
Welle
Nr. 013/15 15 em lang Nr. 013/4,5 4.5 cm lang
. 01310 10 . . ., 01335 35 ,
. 0137 T ow ' w o, 01325 25
. 013/6 (SRR e 1) k-7 8 TR B TR
» 01355 55,

Nr, 018
Suchstift

C—

Schnurlavfrad
mit Stellschraitbe
Nz, 022

Schnurlaufrad
Ne 021 u. 021a

Schnurlaufrolle Nr. 047a
‘ohne Stellschraube Doppelwinkel
Nes Dt Lagerplatte
Lochscheibenrad 5 Nr. 051a
mit Stellschraube Lochscheibe
Nr. 024 Nr. 024a

3 | Nr. 047

Unterteil Nz, 065a

Geranderbund Nr, 031{25

=

p Klnmmer A
Nr. 086  Nr. 087 Nr. 087a

Unterlagscheibe !

Gelenkstiick
Nr. 094

Gummireifen
Nr. 094/21 Nr, 091/22

Dreieckplatte
Nr. 0150

.. Viertelkreisplatte
i Nr.0151a

Hulbkrelspiuﬂ.
Nr. 0151

Zahnrad 4 i Kettenrad ,
Nr. 025 13 Zahne ~2did Nr, 030 12 Zihne N
. 026 10 030a24 i
Vo027 26 .

" 07a1y m ="
i 027b45 " Sperrklinke Ansatzschraube
i Nr, 033 Nz, 035
Schnecke . 34 Schraubenschliissel
Nr. 032 ;

m Schraube 12mmlang Nr. 035a
i
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#091/21 & /22, now hard, are 33 & 19%mm [
o.d. off the Pulley. The larger one has'
'MARKLIN' on each sidewall; #/22 has no ¥
marking. Of the Flexible Plates only the j
two smallest have been seen. They are
aluminium only .2mm thick and easily distort-
ed. The Plates #0150 to 0154 may be
thicker — #0154 is used unsupported as an
aircraft wing (if they are painted could they
be steel?). The Motor #0301 (right) was
20v a.c: its dimensions, from an ad, 4.5*3.5*
5.5cm. Its sideplates were Bakellte and the lever SW|tch on the front
gave forward & reverse. I'm not sure what the protrusion bottom left is
— it isn't shown in other photos. It may be one of the male connectors
out of position. The front of a 4-page Leaflet with the Motor, PR 0939,
showed a workshop with it driving line shafting to 6 or so machine tools.

The SETS While this system is distinguished by the size of the parts,
it is not limited by their range. 114 are listed including the Motor &
electrical parts, and all were used in the 3 main outfits: 01, 02 & 03,
and a Motor outfit, 0301G. See Fig.3 (lengths are given by the number
of holes following the slash in the PNs, or in centimetres for the Axles).
There were also connecting outfits 01A & 02A, and the Motor was
available separately. The range of outfits seems fairly small for a system
with so many different parts. In terms of their quantities, the 3 main
sets, ignoring the Paper Clips in them, correspond to somewhere be-
tween Sets 0 & 1, 2 & 3, and 4 & 5 of the standard MARKLIN range,
though with many differences in their composition.

Set boxes were red with labels identical to the manual cover in Fig.1.
They were large, from 3412*26%2*234cm for the 01 to 54*39*4">cm
for the 03, and the parts were clipped, mostly individually, to a card, or
two for the 2-layer 03. Said cards were part blue, part cream, but all
blue for the second 03 one.

The MANUALS #071a for Sets 1-3 has 96 pages, 253*178mm,
plus covers, and the front in shown in Fig.1. pp1-16 are printed on pink
paper. The PR is TON 0639 r on pl. pp1-2 has the Intro, pp3-11 Basic
Constructions, and pp12-16, after one page about circuit diagrams, has
9 electrical models. Some are details e.g. an electromagnet for a Crane;
some complete models e.g. an electrically operated Railway Signal. In all
they run from Nr.46, 3 batteries in parallel, to Nr.54 Unterbrechermotor
— an Electric Engine with a Coil as its single cylinder.

The 100 models for Set 01 are on ppl17-43, from Nr.01-1 Sage (2-
handled Saw) to 01-100 Panzerkreuzer (Warship). There are 0- & 00-
gauge railway models, 13 in all, with a Level Crossing Barrier for both
gauges, an 0-gauge Buffers, and the rest Signals various. The other
models include a wide range of domestic items, small trucks, carts,
trucks, a Lorry, aeroplanes, guns, machine tools, windmills, cranes, &
ships. Most are reasonable models considering the size of the Set.
Good use is made of the Tin Lid & Base, but the Set's 2 Flexible 4\
Plates are only used in a few cases.

There are 36 models for 02 from No.02-1 Schlepper
(Tractor) on p44 to Derrickkran on p71. Again a
good selection of appreciably more interesting

OSN 47/1437 MINEX: S3
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models but with emphasis on machine tools (10),
Cranes (7) & commercial vehicles (4). There are no
railway models. The Flexible Plates are more in evid-
ence though with only 3 in the Set a Lorry looks
rather skeletal. Mechanical features are largely
confined to cord drives, centre-pivot steering on the
Tractor, and luffing on two of the Cranes. None of
the Cranes has a means of preventing undemanded
lowering of the load. Two models that caught my
eye: a pretty Flying Aeroplane Roundabout (Fig.9),
and a Futterschneidmaschine (Food Slicer).

The 13 03 models are more advanced and are
more or less fully plated where appropriate. They run
from 01-1 Elektrische Klingel (Electric Bell, with the
bell an Elex part not in the Set) on p72 to GroBer
Synchronmotor (with an 1icm @, 16 pole wheel
driving a piston) on p87. Other notable models are an
Eddy Current Brake, a Lorry with 'proper' steering, a
similar Breakdown Lorry (Fig.10), a Grabbing Crane, a
Crane similar to the one on the cover (the Beam
Engine isn't in the Manual), a Gantry Crane (Fig.8), a
Tram, & a Monoplane. And one railway model, a
Loading Gauge.

Most of the models are new designs with few, if
any, adaptations of the 2" models, and it is strange
that they include so few motor vehicles. Just one
Lorry for Set 02, another, plus a variant, for 03, and
no cars at all. One 02 & two 03 models are driven by
the Electric Motor mounted outside the model.

iA good halftone is provided for each model,
together with a Parts List, some line drawings of
details where necessary, and constructional notes for
some of the more complex models. Also an account
of the real life subject in many cases.

p88 has a photo of an 85cm high Windmill 'super-
model', and the next 4 pages carry ads for MINEX &
other Marklin constructional sets. Then the Illustrated
Parts on pp93-95, the Set Contents on p96, and
another supermodel, a splendid Warship, some
130cm long, on C3, see Fig.11.

#070 GB is the English version for Set 1. It has
16 pages, 255*177mm, including covers, and the
front in as Fig.1 but in B&W. The PR is A 0739 r on
p3. p2 shows the parts in the Set & their quantities,

pp3-4 has the Intro, & pp5-6 Basic
® Constructions. pp7-15 has the first 50
~ models of the 100 in the main manual,
from Saw to Field Howitzer with Limber.
p16 shows 6 models from the larger sets
including an excellent 03 Overtype
Steam Engine & Boiler that isn't in the
main manual.

The MODELS Figs.6 & 7 give an idea
of the look of actual models: the Railway
Crane from my 02 set (plus the Gears &
a standard MARKLIN postwar Flexible
Plate under the model's outriggers); the
Beam Engine from a Marklin brochure.

e




Nr. 02-5
Flugzeug-Karussell

Nr. 03-9 Fahrbarer Bockkran

The main views in Figs.
9 & 11 are their original
size; those in Figs.8 &

10 are reduced to about R S
70%. =

Nr. 03-11 Kranwagen

All the scrap views on
this page are their orig-
inal size but there were
more of them in the
Manual. .
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The DELTA-X GALAXY SETS DELTA-X was the name used in
America in the 1970s for a system made by the Japanese Epoch
Playthings. It had a few unusual parts and a hole pitch of 14.0mm, see
11/288 & 29/845. Space sets were mentioned in 27/811 but with no
details other than sketches of 3 of the parts. Now thanks to John
Peach there is information on 2 of the likely 4 sets in the space series,
one called Galaxy Warship, the other Galaxy Station. \

The Warship set is #7993 and the picture right covers most of the §
lid. The insets were along its top and a panel to its left describes
the Set as having: Sturdy steel construction parts and plastic =
components; steel hardware and all necessary tools; wind-up
motor; battery operated "laser" light; magnetic spaceman;
interchangeable space play accessories; colorful flag and
decorative decals.

The instructions are inside the lid with the large exploded view in
Fig.2 plus 6 small panels showing particular features. For example,
Panels 3 & 5 in Figs.3 & 4. The metal parts are the white top & ,
bottom halves of the main fuselage, and the double Fin unit; the
red ones, the Wings & Tailplane. As can be seen many of the
parts bolt together — the fuselage halves for instance by their 4h
long side flanges, which also carry the Wings. The plastic parts j
are grey and in some cases they push together. The finished . . .
model scales at over 25cm long. o'pp05|te' to the one with the Trunnions. It has the

The Motor is black and looks like the one shown in 11/289 (for the Light at its summit.

STEEL CONSTRUCTION KIT model) It is mounted in the fuselage John wrote that the metal parts are strong, and that
behind the cockpit and is wound from underneath. It drives the the the N&B have a brass look & run together excellently.
rear Wheels — the front Wheels are not shown in Fig.1 and the model
can in fact sit on 3 Feet which would be bolted to the underside of the
fuselage, rather than the 4 Wheels. The winding spindle extends
upwards and the various space play accessories (Fig.3) push onto it.
So they rotate as the Motor runs. The details of the flashing Light will
be clear from Fig.2. The Spaceman (Fig.4) is white with
jointed limbs and magnets in the feet. It scales at (very
approximately) 7cm high.

A Set seen on Ebay says it was made in 1978.

The Station set is #7994 and the lid has the same
layout as the Warship. The description too is the same
except that 'Operating Winch' replaces the 'Wind-up motor'.
The picture has suffered and only the bare outlines of the
model can be seen. The main parts seem to be a rectangular
base, which may include the 8Y2*15%cm part with 45°
flanges in OSN 27, and a square section tower sitting on one
end of it. Its 2 sides that can be seen are made from the
other 2 OSN 27 parts, with the righthand Plate at the base's
short side. Said Plate has 2 Trunnions bolted to the shorter
slotted holes and a cord with Hook runs over a Pulley
between their apex holes into the Plate's long slot. A
transparent dome sits on top of the tower and a Spaceman
stands on a small platform alongside it. Another tower of
about the same height but of smaller, circular section is

attached near the top of the main tower, on the side
3 Select and change play accessories.
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TRONICO. John Peach & Paul Goodman kindly sent items of
interest. John had bought the Wind Turbine set (see Fig.4 of
46/1395) from a branch of a shop called Nauticalia. It is Art.
No.10131, has 592 parts, was made in China, and bore the
TRONICA name. 3 other Solar sets were shown on the box, a
Ferris Wheel #10132, an Oil Drilling Station #10134, and, the
least interesting of the 3, the Water Mill #10333 below. These

sppel + tochaik

Metallbaukasten DIY Metal Kit
614 Teile 614 parts

Water mill
‘with solar power

sets are no longer listed and a hunt for photos on the web
(those on the box are very poor) yielded only the Water Mill
above, from a shop in Australia. The best model is probably
the Ferris Wheel: its
wheel is about 25cm @

John also bought one of the TRONICO Tractors that were
described in 46/1396, and, see www.tronico.de, other models
have been added to the range since OSN 46. One is the Linde
Forklift Truck H30 (#10092) in Fig.2, with 668 parts. It is to
the usual Y1e-scale and is said to be steerable

Paul also bought a Tractor set but from a MECCANO
enthusiast (it has originally also come from Nauticalia) with the
model, the Massey Ferguson, ready made. It is 11" long, 62"
wide, 7%2" high, and is all metal apart from the Wheels & a
few trim items. The Instructions are in the form of 20 building
steps in B&W over 7 A3 sides plus an A4 sheet with 6 colour
photos of the finished model. The model isn't powered. As
found the alignment of the front wheels looks doubtful and the
Steering Wheel doesn't turn them. It's clear from the parts that
an offset Pin at the bottom of the steering column is meant to
operate the steering but just how is unclear from the
Instructions. The parts in the Set are shown below. The Bolt
lengths are 6, 8, 12, 18, 30, & 50mm, and the plastic Spacers
#1402, 1401, 1402 are yellow, green, & red. Parts #1570 form
the seat, and #1573 is the Steering Wheel. All the Strips are
shown straight and the Instructions show them being formed
where necessary by hand. But those in Paul's model look very
free from any sign of kinking, and I wonder if the actual parts

in the Set are ready formed.
e D102 X 2 N 102 X 1

P 1501 X 285 /1331 X1
(Dem)

g pesim x5 xn [y B
made of large-radius % D505 X o 1252 X 11 &= oot x 11 e D111 X 1
Curved Strips, and f fiw]mﬁ X 6 DI26 X 12 > D002 X 28 oy D13 X7
which carries 8 cars [
with facing seats. G- 1371 X 2 0103 X 10 Ry, D003 X 16 B 1573 X 1
fmﬂm X2 0122 X 2 Ry voos x 32 @ 1430X2
@ 1511 X 372 & p205 X 2 \oooa x 36 €0 1429x2
— S 1402 X 20 XDOO?AX \DOO? x 10 ® 13102
== Sei1401 X 4 §ER D201 X 10 RS 1253 x 12 (§) 1309 x2
= o102 x 2§ 021 x 3 D202 X 20 ﬁ D041 X 2
- & 1011 X 2 ?Dzmxz & o1 x4 FI—G3‘
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Sni 'New' System: another DER KLEINE
INGENIEUR With its dedicated parts for a fairground ride
Car, and seeming emphasis on fairground models, the Ebay set
right appears to be different in character to the other three
known DKI's (DKI1-3), all probably small systems. DKI1
was mentioned in 17/476 & a small set with
STABIL-style parts is shown on p220 of =&
Baukasten. DKI2 looks akin to METALLIX and a
small set with light-coloured, probably alumin- |
ium parts, was described in 43/1320. F|naIIy |
DKI3, a small set was shown in 44/1324 with
contents consisting of Strips, and small circular
parts running on Screwed Rods.

The name on the lid of the present set is |
hard to read, and the words under it are \
indecipherable but the Ebay announcement
mentioned 'BOHAG Gera' — presumably the -
maker, situated in Gera, a city 60km south of
Leipzig. '1940s' was also mentioned, and if correct, probably
means that the system was East German.

Little can be seen of the parts in the present set beyond
Strips, A/Gs, Pulleys with tapped bosses & Rubber Rings (or
Tyres), and the parts for the Cars.

.
Lt

DER KLEINE INGENIEUR [4]: S1
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More TIM TIM, a set to make child-size toys, |
Scooters etc, was described in 34/1025. Urs
Flammer recently acquired a set in Switzerland
and kindly sent some notes about it, plus photos
of the two models he had made.

The Set is the same as the one in OSN 34 but
in addition to the model sheets it included a|
leaflet & an order form. The former is one sheet
folded to give 4 sides and has the front in Fig.1.
The back page has a price list of separate parts;
the inside pages constructional hints in French &
German.

The Order Form, in Italian as well as French &
German, is a freepost card addressed to Firma
Metaucol, Monbijoustrasse, Berne, and this firm
is named as Représentant Général on the the
front of the Leaflet. Also the construction hints
are signed Tim, Metaucol, Berne. This supports
the view in OSN 34 that TIM was probably Swiss, |
and further suggests that TIM was probably |
made by, or for, Metaucol.

The date given in OSN 34 of 1949 or soon afterwards is
also supported because the seller of Urs' set thought that h|s
father had bought it from a cycle shop in about 1951, and Urs
judged that from the address & general layout of the Order
Form it is likely to have been from sometime in the early 50s.

The parts, mostly metal but with yellow painted Wooden
Plates, are as in OSN 34 but Urs noted that the threads are, as
would be expected, metric: M4 & M8. Also that the part with a
question mark by it, bottom right in 34/1025, is used to lock
the Saddle, to prevent it from turning. It is not mentioned in
the instructions, nor is it included in the Price List. The Wheel
is fitted with a centre bronze bearing (and not the ball race

Firet In allrs
Liindern angracdlel

Ceneealverireert
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Snippets. The DUX 121 & 1227
Train Outfits. Notes on the manual
models from these sets, and the Loco
Outfit Nr.120, were given in 43/1299.
Now to hand Ebay photos of the 121 &
1227 sets (the 'Z' is for Zusatzkasten,
(Add-on Set)) because its models need |*i y
parts from the smallest standard set |
Nr.101. :
To the right, the 121's lid Fia.1
(its bottom has been cut off g-
by a few centimetres). It is one of the
two DUX lid designs, the 122Z lid is the other type with the
same layout but with a Fire Escape replacing the Crane.

=

OSN 47/1441

METALL-BAUKASTEN BOITE DE CONSTRUCTION

MET\LI oL -

DUX-UNIVERSAL:

L birwvet cot éclard
dans toms bos pary

@ Heprésestant péntral:

Menbijoustrasse 31 - BERNE (Suisse)

=
suggested by the French §
version of the Instruct-
ions) and it was to be
kept lightly greased.
Light greasing was also '
suggested to ease assemble if any difficulties were met.

Urs' models are shown in Figs.2 & 3. The Scooter is 100cm
long, its Saddle 50cm high, its handlebars 80cm. The Trailer's
platform is 36*85cm and it is shown being put to good use.

In conclusion Urs wrote that that construction of the models
was relatively simple but the size of the parts makes the
system more of a toy for fathers than for youngsters.

TIM: S3

> DUX S Fig.2 shows the 121 and all the
uNlVERSAl’ major different parts can be seen (see
OSN 43 for the contents of the sets).
Presumably some of the parts are
stacked. Another photo shows the blue
box open and it contains the rest of the
parts: N&B, A/Bs, Axles, Spanners, &
Buffers. It also contains a wooden-
handled Screwdriver not called up in
| the inventory.
88| As explained in OSN 43 there was
8l one manual which covered all of the
three Ra|Iway sets. The one shown with the 121 has the
expected cover, as in Fig.4 in OSN 43.
Below the 1227 and, assuming some stacking, it is
complete (the 60mm Smooth Shafts, #1041b, are below
Fig.2 the centre Roof Sheets #120/1).

121

SS



simply locate in the holes
in the walling above. The
Coping parts are pushed
down over the top of the
finished walls. Only flat
roofs are possible and the
Roof has to be cut to fit
the model so that it lies on
the inner flanges of the
coping (arrowed in Fig.2).
If one storey is set back on
all sides from the one
below it isn't located in any
way. The Flagpole is
pushed into a hole 'to be
punched in the roofing'.
The SETS There were
5 sets, Nos.610 to 650,
from $2 upwards. All were
packed in similar canni-
sters but with a different
| size for each set. The 630
is 357mm high & 141mm
@; the others range from
approximately 28cm*11cm
@ to 47cm*16cm @. No set
* inventories are known but
the smallest must contain
most, if not, all of the
~ different parts. Accord-
ing to the cannisters the
| 620 has 123 pieces and
- the 630, 197.
The MODEL LEAFLET
| is headed 'CURTAIN-
WALL BUILDER (with a
hyphen) Plan Book', and
is a sheet folded over to
: give 4 pages 8'2*11".
Most of the parts are
illustrated and ppl & 4
have quite thorough
instructions on how the
* parts are assembled and
models constructed. The
models are on pp2-3: 4

‘New' System: CURTAIN WALL
BUILDER My thanks to Kendrick
Bisset for details of a Set No.620 from
this American architectural system,
and to Jacques Pitrat for notes on a
No.630 outfit. The models are said to
be 8" to the foot, as for HO trains.
The 620 set is shown right, the
cannister is cardboard with a metal
lid, just like TINKERTOY, and CWB '
was made by the same firm, The Toy | -
Tinkers Division of A.G.Spalding &
Bros. Inc., 807 Greenwood St., a@t\'
Evanston, Illinois (near Chicago). ~7.-* .
'Patents pending' is printed on the . = "

cannister & on the Model Leaflet. The
only date known is © 1959 on the;\/‘\
Model Leaflet. -

The PARTS Most of them are j§
shown in Figs.1 & 2, & the latter also &
includes some sketches of details. 8 of §
the 17 parts are painted steel: pierced
Window Wall panels (WW), blue-
green with silver, impressed ridge up-
rights), 12" high & 1, 2 & 3" long);
Solid Walls (SW, similar to WW but . 4
not pierced, and in the same 3 sizes); 1
and the Outer & Inner Corners (OC,
IC) finished to match the Panels. Each
metal part has a tab on one side
flange & a slot in the other. Short
round spigots are formed into the
top flanges of the Walls & Windows &1
and their bottom flanges have a B
row of 3.1mm @ holes at 4" pitch.

5 parts are off-white plastic: the
Coping parts (OCC, SCC, ICC); the
Door Section DS, 1" wide, with 2
opening doors, & grooved sides;
and the Flag Pole FP.

The vyellow plastic transparent —
Windows are in 3 widths to suit the -
Window Wall panels. The Roof
Sheet is the rolled cardboard sheet
to the right of the tube in Fig.1.

ASSEMBLY Walls are made ¢ !
from the steel parts. The tabs & A / are shown which can be
slots engage to join the Wall & = made from any set, plus
W|ndOW pane's to each other & to the Corners_ The W|ndows 3,2,1,1 for SetS 620'650 A front VieW & ﬂOOI‘ p|an iS ShOWn for
spring into tabs at the top & bottom of the window framing. €ach, and a rear view for most, but there is no Parts List. p4
The Door Unit slides over the flanged ends of the Walls or Fig.3 also has 6 examples of different building

Windows on either side of it. To add a storey the spigots layouts and they include just 1 view of
another 650 model (Fig.4). All the

_models are of the 'office-block' variety,
with for example no trackside buildings.
Figs.3-5 show one view of representative
models at their original size: Fig.3 is an
‘any set’, Fig.5 a 630 model, & Fig.4, as
already mentioned, the p4 650 model.

T 1] T T T

AN - WAL [BOINER

T T h Il Il T T L8 1

LONG LOW BUILDING
WITH A TOWER ON ONE END -
WING ADDITION ON THE OTHER.

IT.CAN BE BUILT WITH SET NO. 650.
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KA-KA-HA Something on this rare early 1950s East German
system was given in 36/1090 and, with a few details, in
43/1317. Now thanks to Urs Flammer, a much fuller account
based on his set & two manuals. (Urs confirmed that KA-KA-
HA was from East Germany, the 'W' in the 1951 manual's PR in
OSN 43 was a red herring because there is a 'P' instead in the
1952 manual to be described.) There is nothing to indicate the
set size but as with appear it may be a No.2, and for
convenience I'll called it so. Figs.1 & 2 show the lid, open box,
& the different parts in it (with the N&B inset at a larger scale).
It contains more parts than would be expected.

The PARTS Holes are 4.2mm at 12.8mm pitch. The thread
is M4. The parts in the inventory given in the manuals are as
follows, with my names, comments as needed, & quantities in
curly brackets: ¢ 12,9,7,5,3h Strips (11h Strips are shown in
some manual models and are called up in some of their Parts
Lists) {6,4,4,8,6} e 12,5h A/Gs (in Fig.2 a 5h is overlaid on
the right end of the 12h) {4,4}  Brackets, Angle, Flat, &
Double {8,8,3} e Loose Pulleys, Large & Small {4,4}
e Double Bent Strip {3} ¢ 1*3,5*1h DAS {4,4} « Spanner
{2} e Screwdriver {1} (missing but 2 with wooden handles
are shown in OSN 43) e Nut {60}  Bolt {50} « Flanged
Plates, Large & Small {1,2} (the Large is 5*11h with slotted
holes in the flanges; the 3 Small in the set are 7*5,6h & 5*3h,
all with round flange holes ¢ Screwed Rods, 90,60,25mm
{2,2,1} « Rectangular Plate {1} (Missing and it is something
of a mystery. Its size is unclear in the manual models, but
possibly 3*7h or 5*5h. However its German name is Rech+
teckplatte but Platten (Plates) of these sizes are called up in
some of the larger models as well as a Rechteckplatte.).

Other parts which are used in the No.2 manual models are
¢ Rubber Ring for the Small Pulley {4} o Flanged Disc
Pulley {2} (unlike the other part it is made of Dural).

Parts used in the larger manual models are « Rubber Ring
for the Large Pulley (as in the Set), 21h Strip & A/G.
o Plates 5*5h, 5*7h, & 3*7h.

As well as a 21h Strip & 21h A/G the OSN 43 set contained
an 8h long Flanged Sector Plate, credible because it

matched the 7*6h Flanged Plate in colour. And looking at that
set again the part described as a Girder Bracket is almost

certainly a 5*3h Flanged Plate.
The MANUALS The 1950 (from its PR) manual has 16
coloured pages including covers, 21*14vscm. The front is

shown in Fig.3. p2 (=C2) has the inventory and the first 3 of

29 models — they go from Leiter (Ladder) to Windmiihle on
pl4. p15 has a farewell message, and p16 is blank except for
the PR: Setz und Druck: H(20) Buchdruckerei G. Satke, Halle
29428 30 9 50 1500. There is one large drawing of each model
and a Parts List for all but the first 13 — the latter small, simple

models labelled Abb.1-13 with their names on p4. The rest of =2

the models, a good selection, are a little !

Prazisions-
‘ falibaukasten

larger and though quite simple mech-

anically, generally look the part. All the Prizisions-
models can be made (more or less) from

the inventory parts and the 2 'other parts' Fig.3
above. No mention is made anywhere of

there being more than one, unidentified set. | | \\“a
One of the smaller and 2 of the larger | | “eta
models are shown on the right side of Fig.5. |

(For greater clarity all the Fig.5 models have \

KA-KA-HA

had their background colour removed.)

The 1952 version has 24 pages of the same size, with pink
covers and beige inside pages. Fig.4 is the front cover. p2 has
the inventory, identical to the 1950 one, and a Parts List for
the Rennwagen on the cover. The next 29 models on pp3-15
are as before but the first 13 are not in the same order. Then
there are 8 slightly larger models. 6 are marked as needing Set
2 & 2a and the other 2 would also need both sets (one, an
Electric Truck, has no name or Parts List). The 8 models go
from Traktor 1 on p16 to Fahrstuhl (Lift) on p23. The models

OSN 47/1443

include the 3 in Fig.5, 2 :I'ractors, a Crane, and a Mechanical

Fretsaw. P24 has the same farewell message, a recommend-
ation for Sets 2a & 3a, and the PR: Setz und Druck: 1V/10/6
Buchdruckerei G. Satke, Halle P 335 500 31494/52.

The SETS That the larger models in the '1952' manual
need Sets 2 & 2a points to the smaller ones needing only Set 2
— hence the notion that Urs' set is a No.2. It might of course
be an early unnumbered set, or a No.3, assuming such a set
existed, but both possibilities are less likely because the PR for
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Fahrstuhl

(gcbaut mit den Kiisten 2 und 2a)

1 grofle Grundplatte

2 kleine Grundplatten

1 Rechteckplatte

2 Winkelleisten 21 Loch
W 12 .,

"

Leisten 1

WU 3O — WU

Winkelbander 7 Loch
7 5 ”
oppelwinkel
chsen 90 mm
» 60 mm
' 25 mm
6 Laschen
8 Verbindungswinkel
3 kleine Rader

D
A

[ R TR IS CRCR

All models
are 75%
original size
except the
Lieferwagen

Licierwagen
(gebaut mit den Kisten 2 und 2a)
Fanhrgdestell:
4 grofie Rader m. Gummi
2 lange Achsen
1 grofle Grundplatte

Aufbau: (hinten)
9 Winkelleisten 11 Loch
1 Winkelleiste 5 ,

6 Leisten 5
rMotor: 9 . 9
1 kleine Grundplatte '
8 Leisten 3 Loch Fithrerstand:
2 s T 2 Winkel
5 Winkel 1 Winkelleiste 5 Loch

1 kleine Grundplatte
1 Achse
1 kleines Rad o. Gummi

4 Winkelbander 5 Loch
2 kleine Rider
45 Schrauben 57 Muttern

Elekifrolkarren mit Vierrad-Lenkung

(It. nebenstehender Skizze) (gebaut mit den Kiisten 2 und 2a)
Die Ubertragung der Drehbewegung der Langsachse auf die
Radachse erfolgt durch eine, am Ende der Lingsachse befestigte
Lasche mit Winkel, der in seinem Schlitz bei der Drehbewegung
eine Schraube mitbewegt. Diese Schraube ist an einer Lasche
befestigt, die starr in der Mifte der Radachse rechfwinklig¢ auf-

chraubt ist.
geschraubt is Erforderliche Teile:

1 Rechteckplatte 2 Achsen 90 mm
3 kleine Grundplatten 4 Winkelbdnder 5Loch 3 1 4qchen

2 Platten 7 x 5 Loch 2 Leisten 11 Loch 4 grofle Rader
" 1 Dlatte 5x5 , 4 7, 1 kleines Rad

2 Winkelleisten 12 , 1 5

3 . 5, 2 3 .,

Urs' lid label gives it a date of 1952, and although his set has
the large Rubber Rings & extra Flanged Disc Pulleys, it has no
21h parts and none of the Plates used in the 2+2a models.
Also the box of the Ebay set in OSN 43 is larger than Urs' and
so might be a No.3, or a No.4.

The No.2 box measures 270*390*25mm and the maker is

of the 21h Strip & A/G.
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Lasiauto

1 Grundplatte
2 Leisten
4

8 Verbindungswinkel 4 Verbindungswinkel

1 Lagerbock

1 Doppelwinkel
4 Winkelbinder

2 Achsen

4 Rider mit Gummi

Bohrmasdine

1 Rechteckplatte

1 kleine Grundplatte
1 Doppelwinkel

5 Verbindungswinkel
2 Duralrider

3 kleine Rader

2 Winkelleisten 12 Loch
3 Winkelbander 7
3 Leisten 5 4
3 » 3 %
1 Achse 60 mm

1, 9 ,

t , 2,

40 Schrauben

56 Muttern

rigs
2 Lagerbdcke
Fisenbahn-Sdwenkiiran

1 groBe Grundplatte

1 kleine W
2 Winkelbinder 12 Loch

) » 5 @

4 Leisten j § N

2, 9 .

4 » 5 u

4, 3w
7 Laschen

1 Doppelwinkel

4 kleine Rider

3 grofle 5

1 Duralrad

2 Achsen 90 mm
2 ” 60 mm
1 5 25 mm
32 Schrauben

54 Muttern

7 Loch
’ 3 il

20 Schrauben
28 Muttern

Laschen

shown in small print along the bottom of the lid label: Phénix-
Produktiv — Genossenschaft, GmbH, Halle/S.

From the manual models the parts in the Set 2a included 4
Large Rubber Rings, and 2 each of the 3*7 & 5*5h Plates, and
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SCIENTIFIC This name FI1G.1
on the lids of this Dutch
system is accompanied by §
Bouwdoos meaning constr-
uction set. As mentioned in
8/192 many features of
SCIENTIFIC match those of
MARKLIN, particularly the
set contents & the manual
models.

This account is based on
2 sets to hand, a No.1 &
1A, both incomplete and
without  manuals, plus
some sets seen on Ebay: 1
each of a 0 & 0A, 2 each of §
Nos.1 & 1A, and one No.2.
My thanks to Jan Ringnalda
for the information he sent.

The SETS Although
only Sets 0-2 have been
seen there was almost
certainly a No.3 as well,
and perhaps a No.4. Fig.3,
translated from the
Dutch, has the Set Cont-
ents of Sets 0-2 with the
'A' sets omitted. The
contents of the various
sets are identical to early
1920s MARKLIN outfits.
Justification for the No.3
comes from seeing No.3
models in @ manual and
from a spare parts price

......

list which has all the parts needed for an early 1920s FIG.2 comparison. Holes are

MARKLIN No.3 (plus one other, see below). The evidence for a
No.4 is a manual cover which has 'No. 0 t/m 4' (0 through 4)
on it, and said manual is included in the Price List.

The BOXES The No.1, 1A, & 2 boxes seen are dark blue,
or possibly black for some. Labels for the main sets, 31V>*
21cm, are as Fig.1, and feature the early MARKLIN Big Wheel,
with a similar design for the 1A but without the model. A label
inside the lid gives the set contents. The No.1 & 1A both
measure 3534*24*3%2cm; the No.2 is 49*44cm. Partitioning
gives them 10, 9, & 22 compartments respectively. The 0 & 0A
have similar boxes but they are smaller and scale at 32*21cm
& 29* 15cm. Their labels are basically as the 1 & 1A in design
but with small changes to the layout of the wording.

The PARTS Many of the parts can be seen in Fig.2, a No.2
set. The only main part missing is the 5*7h Flanged Plate. The
only parts which differ obviously from their MARKLIN counter-
parts are the Windmill Sail with its round holes, the Flanged
Pulley with no face holes, and the Bush Wheel in the centre of
the Windmill Sails which appears to have 16 face holes — in the
one other Bush Wheel seen in a set it has the usual 8 holes.

The parts in the price list but not in Set 2 are: #4, 6h Strip;
#9, 11h A/G; #18, 3cm Axle; #21, 38mm Pulley; #25,26, 18,
14mm Pinions; #27, 35mm Gear; #32 14mm Worm; #33,
Pawl; #46, 2*¥5*2h DAS; #53, Small Flanged Plate; #66, Large
Flanged Disc; #68, Bandjes (Bands — the only
part without a MARKLIN equivalent — '
the MARKLIN #68 was the 19.5cn @ ’l.
Flanged Ring, a part only in Set 6). ——

The Parts to hand The main
ones missing are the Flanged Plate,
the Flanged Disc Pulley, & the Bush
Wheel. Of the parts shown right the
S5h Strip is prewar MARKLIN for

OSN 47/1445

PN Part 01 2
Set:

1 Strip 25h 4 110

2 Strip 11h 4 6 16

2a Strip Sh 2

3 Stip7h 12

5 Strip 5h 9 9 12

7 Strip 3h 2 2

8 A/G 25h 4

10 Flat Brkt 4 4 4

1 Double Bracket 11 4

12 Angle Bracket 8 12 12

15 Axle 13cm 3

15a Axle 11%:cm 233

16 Axle 9cm 1

17 Axle 5¢cm 2 2 2

19 Crank Handle 111

20 Flanged Pulley 4

22 Pulley 25mm 4 6 6

23 Loose Pulley 12mm 171 1

24 Bush Wheel 111

35 Spring Clip 4 6 6

36 Screwdriver 111

37 Nut & Bolt 25 30 65

40 Cord 4m 1.1 2

= 44 Dble Bracket2h high | 1 | 1 | 1

413 157 45 Double Bent Strip 1

oitch, but 1565 i the 41 Revesed B 2|2

A/G. Slots are 7.8mm but 52  LargeFlangedPlate 1 | 1 1

83 in the A/G. The 54 Flanged SectorPlate | 1 | 2 | 2
thread is 932" BSW'.

Bosses are single-tapped %  Spring Cord 1)1

with a bore of 4.1mm and 57 Hook 111 1

eiirioy SRCRCE :

Strips are 13-13.4mm 60 DAST%"h 1146

wide except the 25h at 61 Windmill Sail 4

20, erlne SIOSE o et - 2

centreline. The D/B is
20mm wide;

the 2h high version,
Pulley has 25.2mm aluminium discs & a 10mm @ steel boss.

FIG.3
17mm. The

The Flanged Pulley has 35.5mm @ aluminium discs and a
9%2mm @ brass boss. The holes in the Windmill Sale are
6.8mm @. The Crank Handle is 165mm long o/a. N&B The
two Sets were in one lot and included two types: (1) Brass Bolt

with 5.1mm @ CH, & square steel Nut, 8.1 A/F; (2) Nickelled
Bolt with 8mm RH, & square brassed Nut, 8.5mm A/F. Both
Bolts are 8mm u/h. The Set Screw is steel, 52mm u/h, with
a 5.5mm @ CH. A 4mm long Grub Screw was found in 2 of
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the Collars. The Spring Clip has narrowed wings but is of soft
steel with little grip. Finish The A/G, DAS, & most Strips are
dark green but the 25h is slightly lighter. The Sector Plate
matches the Windmill Sail but both have probably been
repainted. So originally they may have matched the Flanged
Pulley. Brackets are painted black.

The EBAY SETS The Flanged Disc Pulleys in all of the sets
look to be painted silver. The only Bush Wheel in them is red.
In all the sets save the No.2 the red parts are a lightish shade.
3 have bluish-green parts similar to the prewar MARKLIN
shade, one has dark green parts as in my sets, and one has a
mix of the 2 colours. In the one set other than the No.2 with a
Windmill Sail, it has rectangular cutouts, but there are parts
from several other systems in the box. The set with the mix of
green parts has a Sector Plate with only a single row of
lengthways holes.

The MANUALS The Price List includes manuals 0-1, 0-2 &
0-4. The known covers are similar to the Fig.1 label. Otherwise
nothing is known of them except that the illustrated parts &
drawings of the models in the few pages seen are identical to
those in prewar MARKLIN manuals, from the early 1920s in
some cases.

The MARKLIN CONNECTION The parts in the sets to
hand look like MARKLIN but, quite apart from their finish, none
exactly match the German parts, and while adequate, none
match their quality. It has been said that SCIENTIFIC existed
prewar and there is no very good reason to think otherwise.
However when MCS talks of the 1920s one may wonder
because Marklin did not introduce coloured parts until around
1929. The use of the Marklin models and their distinctive
shade of green paint would have almost certainly meant a
Marklin connection but whether the parts came from Germany

SCIENTIFIC: S2

. Taas .

Snippets. More on
FRI-DIE Since Jacques
Pitrat's description of his |
set in 35/1048, 4 other ¥
sets have been seen on
Ebay, including one |
with coloured parts. i

2 sets have identical
boxes to Jacques' &
they have the same |
range of parts too, all
black except lighter
Wheel Discs (Jacques' =

or were made under licence remains to be seen.

One puzzle though. If SCIENTIFIC was introduced in the
1930s with Marklin's blessing why would an early 1920s
Illustrated Parts be used in at least one manual? And could
that early pattern Sector Plate seen in one Ebay set be
genuine?

The parts in my sets would no doubt have been made in
Holland after the war, either before Marklin got on its feet
again or with their agreement. (The latter was presumable the
case for the postwar Austrian METEOR which used MARKLIN
models in its manuals, see 12/302.)

The argument that SCIENTIFIC was only postwar is more
difficult. One could imagine a small system based on MARKLIN
being launched soon after the war with models taken from
whatever manuals were to hand but why would the change
from the MARKLIN green to dark green have been made? If
Marklin didn't object to their models being copied they would
hardly baulk at the use of 'their' colour. Or was the change of
colour the other way round, and if so why? To make the parts
look more attractive perhaps but I'm not convinced. It would
be interesting to know if the parts in the sets with bluish-green
parts are like those described here or if they are exactly like
MARKLIN.

POSTSCRIPT A No.1A seen on Marktplaats has silver
Flanged Disc Pulleys, Strips etc in prewar MARKLIN green,
MARKLIN pattern (ie with rectangular cutouts), lightish red
Windmill Sails, and brass looking Flanged Pulleys with 4 face
holes. It was said to be complete and to perhaps be from the
1950s. Another, also said to perhaps date from the 1950s, is
the same except that the Flanged Disc Pulleys are blue and the
DAS a lightish green.

OSN 47/1446
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were also lighter but =
it doesn't show in the OSN 35 photo).
Both these sets have more parts than
Jacques' & one has over 50 A/Gs. Of the
other parts it is likely that Sets should
have 2 Hooks, 4 each of the Wheel &
Pulley Discs, and possibly 1 or 2 Flat
Girders. One set has the OSN 35 Model
Leaflet; the other doesn't have one.

One of the other 2 sets one has the
same box but it contains some additional
different types of part (Fig.1) as follows.
e 2x 3*3h Flanged Plates, a long Flat
Plate, & a Wire Screwdriver, all in the
righthand tray. e Sh Flat Girders and 2
bright Strips, probably 3 & 8h long, in
the neighbouring bay. e A bright part in
the top left bay which may be a Disc
appreciably larger than the Wheel Disc.
Also in this bay a Pulley Disc with 4
peripheral holes, and another can be
seen in the adjoining long bay. There
was no Model Sheet with this set.

The fourth set is shown in Fig.2 and
has the same size box as the others. Its

For reference the types of parts in this
last set look like Jacques' except that | -

it has 9h as well as 4h long Flat
Girders, & its Screwdriver has a much
shorter blade. The length of the Flat
Girders in the Fig.2 set can't be seen.
New parts in the Set, assuming they are
original, are the Tyres & the 2*2h yellow
Plate in the bottom tray. At a glance I
wondered if the latter was a backing card
but on closer inspection it is probably
flanged & looks about the size of the 3*
3h in the Fig.1 set. And I suppose that
the hole that can be seen between it and
the parts to its left is in the bottom of the
tray and not in a light coloured Flat Plate.
As in the Fig.1 set the red Pulley Discs
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have the ring of 4 holes.

It isn't clear if it is a Leaflet or a Manual
above the Set. The Bus on its front is a
model on the reverse side of the OSN 35
Model Leaflet (which I omitted by mistake
from the models shown in OSN 35). The
PR was given as 754/500 11 48 KL.1, so a
1948 or 1954 date is possible — 1948 is at
the end of FRI-DIE's mooted period.
Richard Liking G.m.b.H of Brackwede was
also mentioned, a different name to the
one in OSN 35, so possibly the printer.
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When Marklin made MECCANO Parts David Hobson told me about [l : e =
a Dutch website, www.famoustoys.com. It is run by Henk Brouwer, a MECCANO
MECCANO enthusiast, and as well as items for sale, it has numerous photos [ -

of sets under the 'Collection' button, with brief details of them in Fia.1 ! : :
English. Included are sets for the German market and a note about -
them which has points of interest. What follows is a paraphrase of it, with
my comments in square brackets. The details of the manuals mentioned are
taken from Henk's German Manuals page in the Meccano-Marklin section at
www.nzmeccano.com/image-41457&page=, & Henk kindly gave permission
to reproduce Figs.1-4.

Up until 1911 MECCANO for European markets was handled by Weimar
Brothers, a Rotterdam wholesaler. This ended over a dispute about patent
rights for a system similar to MECCANO then being sold by Weimar [no
doubt DER JUNGE MECHANIKER, see 20/568]. [A 1911 French Marklin
catalogue from Maerklin Fréres et Cie, 416 rue St. Honoré, Paris, included f ;
all the MECCANO sets of the time including HSMD, & extra parts #1-55.] [ ’

1912 to 1916 In 1912 Hornby opened a German distribution com- | & g 7= ‘
pany called Meccano GmbH at Blrohaus Borse, Burgstrasse 28, Berlin | [ mm
C.2. Sets exported from Liverpool to mainland Europe had black finished | M.EOCANO [-J ’
parts, to differentiate them from STABIL's nickel. Fig.2 is a 1913-16 neE e
manual cover [with no mention of Marklin]; the same cover was used in :
1912-13 but the model at the top was the Windmill & the price was 0.75 | ANLEITUNG
Pfg. These manuals were printed in the UK but a 1916 edition, price Mk. | : Fig.2
1.50, was printed in Berlin. Manuals after 1916 all had the same style of |
cover but the text below the main MECCANO name varied. Lid labels| §
were as Fig.1 but without the Marklin logo at the bottom of the Tower.| [l
[The Paris office was also set up in 1912 and as far as I know French®=

sets had nickelled parts. On the black parts in the German sets, most Deulsche A_l‘bEII
sources suggest that they were made by Marklin for Meccano, but Henk | Anleitung zum Aufbau simtlicher vorgezeichneter Modelle
is adamant that this is incorrect. Between 1912 & WW1 Marklin were Elgenes Schafifen — Hochsier Gewinnl

6 Grundkasten! oooooso S Erganzungskdsten!

supplying Meccano with C/W Motors, some 60000 all told it's said.] Fig.3 ‘FUI‘ . ot e G
After abOUt 1916 the blaCk parts were palnted InStead Of gmsverlmeb und Versand: Gebr Marklln & Cle Fabrikation und Geschafisleilung:

chemically treated, and due to shortages during the war bronze painted ' 8eriin¢.2, Bugstr. 28, siohausBorse  Abteilung MECCANO Sherinata (btenhee)

steel replaced braSS pal’ts Also a small box label with Just MECCANO on Detailverkauf in allen besseren Splcl und Lehrmittelgeschiften, bei Optikern usw.

it (Fig.5) was used from about the same time, and the N&B box had a
plain label with a red dot on it. Such a set can be seen in Eisenzeit,
Tafel 28. However it is suggested that these sets were sold through

. . . - . —_— ] (Eingelragenes
Marklin dealers [with sets for Meccano dealers as before?]. The firm in M HREI -

the text on a 1918 cover (Fig.3) is Marklin, Department Meccano, with = Anlelfungsbuch mit V Gﬂagen
wholesaling & distribution from what had been Meccano's Berlin | fir, dber hundert unferhaltende und lelirciche Modelle
address, & production & management at Gppingen (Marklin's factory). | e e D
[Presumably Marklin were making these sets, after prewar stock from F'9-4‘ &2@

Liverpool was exhausted. Imports via say the Netherlands, neutral = & 40 maan o Gie. Go

during WW1, would have been unlikely, certainly after 1916.] In 1917 | :  Fabrik fefner e

Marklin obtained rights to the Meccano brand in Germany. A manual
with Oct. 1918 printed in it has the same text as Fig.3 except that the
wholesaling & distribution is now also from G&ppingen. [At the outbreak of WW1 the German
government confiscated enemy assets, including Meccano's, and presumably Marklin had at
least the right to carry on Meccano's business from then on.]

From October 1918 [the armistice was not until November] to August 1919 there were
joint Meccano—Marklin outfits. Softer steel was used for the Strips & they were a different
purplish-black colour. The larger cut from a manual in Fig.4 has MARKLIN immediately beneath
MECCANO, & has the Mérklin logo as well as the usual Meccano ones [as in Fig.2]. It is dated 1919 from an Aug.
1919 PL stuck in it. [Some parts, perhaps from this period are stamped with the Marklin logo as well as MECCANO
(Fig.6). I have 4 such, a DAS, and Strips with 6, 7, & 11 holes: 2 could be said to look somewhat purplish, the [_. )
other a not very intense black. They are not of very good quality, the hole pitch of the 11h is 12.6mm.] Fig.6 :

MARKLIN sets were introduced in August 1919, at first using MECCANO boxes with green interiors and a red-edged label over
the MECCANO one. At the end of 1919 the interior colour was changed to red and there was a change to the numbering system.

In 1928 after a legal dispute between the companies was settled, Meccano open a new sales office at Alte Jakobstrasse 20-22, Berlin SW.68.
[My pet theory, with nothing at all to back it up, is that soon after the war ended the companies agreed that for 10 years MECCANO would not be
sold in Germany and Marklin would leave the small model railway market in England to Hornby.] K

[A Curiosity Leaving Henk's material, a German Ebay item showed 2 sets, a No.1 in a black box
with the Fig.5 label, & the No.2 in Fig.7. Apart from the Set No. roundel, probably stuck on, & its
language, the label is that of a 1-model set sold here in about 1913, see CQ36, p40. The English slogan
'You Make It Yourself became 'Man Baut Alles Selbst' (You Build Everything Yourself). So presumably
the 1-model set was sold in Germany at about the same time as here, & left over labels were used
towards the end of the war. Fig.7 also shows the bottom of the original label & Henk suggested that it
might well be from an HSMD Set A — the partitioning doesn't quite match the illustration on p46 of The
Meccano System, but it does contain a bay large enough to take the HSMD 19*11h Flanged Plate. The
Strips, Plates, etc in both boxes were black, but whether they were painted or chemically treated 4
couldn't be seen. That there were labels & boxes left over in Germany seems to me to point to some et st s 37
sets at least being, at a minimum, assembled in Germany rather than being imported ready-made.]
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'New' System: EASY-DO As will
appear this UK system is closely

related to the ALUMINIUM CONSTR+
UCTION OUTFIT (ACO) & ELGIN, two | e \"Y ‘)
small early post-WW2 systems which -
were discussed in 11/282, and which

were virtually identical. To recap the ' Duralumin
structural parts & Wheels were alum- |

inium alloy, holes were 3.9mm at . CONSTRUCTION
12.7mm pitch, but Strips were 916" 4

wide. One of each type of the parts is - OUTFIT

shown in Fig.5. A few A/Gs seen have |
square corners. There were Sets 0 & &
1, but also for ACO, a Set A identical |
to the No.1 (an ACO No.1 is said to |
exist but the 3 larger ACO sets seen * P
have all been Set A). One strange iy e e
thing was that there seems to have |
never been a manual for either — each |
set had a large drawing of a model on | .

the lid, and a leaflet (always entitled Fig.1
ACO even in the ELGIN outfits) which |
extolled the system's virtues, gave the
contents of Sets 0 & 1, and had small ER S
drawings of 4 models, 3 very simple plus a 6-wheel Van or Bus.
Nothing is known of the maker.

For reference the ACO/ELGIN Sets 0 & 1 contained 3/0,0/5,2/0,
0/6,0/6,3/0,0/1,0/2 of 7,8,9,10,11,13,20,25h Strips; 1/2,2/0,0/4,
2/2,0/2 of 3,5,10,12,16h A/Gs. 4/1 of 1*2h A/B. 2*/1,0%/1 of
1*2,3*1h DAS. 3/6 Flat Trunnions. 4/4 of Balloon Wheels, 26mm
@. 1/2 Loose Pulleys. 282mm @. 1/1 Crank Handle 1/1 Hook
36/72 of 4 BA N&B. The sets are not &
progressive in the strip parts & A/Gs. §
** probably a misprint in the original:
2x 3h & no 2h DAS are found in the
No.0 and one at least is needed in the [
featured Digger. _

EASY-DO The only material known
is a booklet with 8 unnumbered =
pages, 185*%124mm which goes some [&
way towards being a manual. The§
front, Fig.1, lists Nos.0 & 1 Sets 'Pol-
ished', and No.2 Set 'Coloured'. At the
bottom is the printer, H.A.Richardson,
St. Albans. p2 has a photo of 4 Set 0
models, p3 an intro half of which is
word for word the same as in the ACO
leaflet, & p5 has more promotional
text including that to show the full
range of models 'would spoil the
inventive mind of the young enthusiast'. p7 has an entry form for
a model competition with a Presentation Set offered for any model
printed in the booklet. Also on this page the maker: Messrs. H. F.
Pepper & Co., Tudor House, 13 Alma Road, St. Albans, Herts.

The other pages, 4, 6, & 8 have photos of 5 models, 2 of which
are in the Set 0 group, and the others can, it is implied, be made
from Set 1. One of the No.0 models is the Digger on the lid of the
ELGIN No.0 set in OSN 11, the others: a Ship, a Monoplane, & the
Windmill in Fig.3. Little detail can be seen in the photos of the
Plane & the Ship but the latter is 35h long. All 4 models look as if
they could be made from the parts in the ACO/ELGIN No.0.

No. 2 Set Colourcd.

Similarly the
3 No.1 models, a Propelled Windmill (it
an be pulled along but the rotor is cord
riven from a Crank Handle), the Crane
Fig.2, & the Breakdown Lorry in Fig.4,
look possible from an ACO/ELGIN No.1.
e All that is said of the No.2 is that it is a
coloured 'De-luxe Model'".

So it seems that the EASY-DO Sets 0 & 1 may well have
had the same content as the ACO/ELGIN ones.

It is said of the boxes in the Booklet that 'The children
shown on the front of the box were the actual constructors
of the Models illustrated from the No.1 Sets.'

Chronology One can only surmise. The fact that ACO
is the heading on the Leaflet found in ELGIN sets might
indicate that ACO appeared before ELGIN. ACO seems a
descriptive but not inspiring name, and perhaps it was
thought that ELGIN had pleasant connotations. EASY-DO,

N an unappealing name, could
Fig.5 have come last on the basis of

boasting a manual of sorts, and

the talk of a No.2 Set 'Coloured'.

The popularity/time span of the

sets may be indicated from the

"~ | number of items seen over the

~ years: ACO: 1 Set 0, 3 Set A;

ELGIN: 6 Set 0; EASY-DO: 1
Booklet.
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STOKYS in 2012 This year is Stokys' 70" anniversary, and
perhaps because of that some 50 new parts have been added,
over 30 sets, & various accessories. They are all hew to me
since the notes at 44/1337 in 2011, but some of the sets
mentioned here may have been introduced in 2011, perhaps
late in the year — the only items shown as new on the Stokys
website are the Solar parts.

The PARTS Most are different sizes of strip parts,
Girders, Plates, etc. I'll mention only those of more interest.

A new Univer- -
sal (right), G725, Fig.1
replaces the one :
with Fork Pieces ‘Sl
shown in OSN 44.

The Sliding Shaft is now available in 5 lengths, K192-6, up to
215mm retracted & 250mm extended.

S-Girders, P085, 088, 1*2*1h with 45° flanges, 5 & 8h
long.

A 127mm @ Tyre, RZ34, 44
with the 2 pairs of Hubs, [LF
RY33-4, right. And a Wheel,
R080, with a 78mm tyre on .
a dark cream painted hub. Fig.2

Solar parts which can be seen in Fig.14: a Panel (it has 3
bays), and a Motor (the yellow box with the red Cable).

The 3-4 Set Manual, DX33, has increased in price from 8
to 10 francs so possibly it has changed.

Discontinued Parts. A D/B, E036, made from a flat strip
without raised edges. A Wheel, R073, with a 72mm tyre. The
earlier Universal, BG24. The rather elegant Handle Crank,
K021, (Winding Handle would be a better name — it is shown
bottom centre of the first group of parts in 23/671).

The SETS Auto sets, GAO1-2. They have the same
number of parts as before but the 3 models shown are new
versions of those in the original manual. See 13/335 for the

o

original of the one above. Below the new F1, the old one is on
the box lid in 8/174.

OSN 47/1449

Next 3 Micro models, SN70-72, a Loco, the Loco plus
Tender, and the Loco, Tender, & Wagon below.

Then 4 new Mini models, SN84, 86-7, 93, an articulated
Low Loader, the Lastwagen mit Elefantkran above, a Bulldozer,
& a Helicopter.

Single-model Lorry Sets. The range has been increased
by 11 outfits to 15. All 15 use the same wheels, and all have
steering, mostly with the steering wheel on the cab roof. And
they all have the same cab, as in the models below and in the
Skip Lorry in Fig.1 of 44/1337. The cab looks rather empty and
it seems a pity
not to have a
seat in it, and
perhaps another
steering wheel.

SNO1-4 all
have 4 wheels. * <«
Right #02; #01 " " .
has a flat bed. &
#03 & #04 are ” 4
#01 with an art-
iculated trailer,
the #03 has a
flat bed & #04 a
16" long van body.

Fig.7
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SN10, 11, & 15 are 6-wheel-
ers, #10 with a flat bed, #11 with a
load container, & #15 with an
articulated tipping trailer.

The remaining 5 models, SN21-
3, & 25-6, have 4-wheel steering,
and #21-23 have the steering wheel
in the cab. #21-3 & #25 have 10
wheels. SN21 is a flat bed, #22 too
but with a load container which, by &
a linkage, slides over the back of k.
the Lorry, tipping at the same time.
#23 is a Side Tipper. The model in
Fig.8, from the Stokys website, is
not actually listed but it is shown
because it gives an indication of the
tipping mechanism. #25 is similar to
#21 but has only 8 Wheels. #26 is
#25 with an articulated low loader
trailer with 6 wheels, some 18"
long.

Other Sets SN06 & SE06
are Designing Machines, the
same models but hand- or Motor-driven. The mechanism is
simpler than the earlier design noted in 23/673.

SE30 is the Tractor in 44/1337 but radio
controlled. The set contains an Accumulator &
Charger, presumably for the Receiver, & it is stress-
ed that the Set does not include the Motor M132.

SN27 is a 4-wheel 'Quad' 15cm long. SN28 is a | &
beefy looking Pick-up Truck, 37cm long, and SE28
is a R/C version, again without a M131 Motor.
SN53 is 31cm long Space Shuttle '

SN36 is the 40cm @ Big Wheel in Fig.9,
and SE36 is a motorised version with a Motor
& Transformer. SN/SE37 is a 60cm @ Big
Wheel with 8 cars (Fig.10). Neither the small
nor the large version is the same as the earlier
model.

Next SE40, the Orrery (Fig.11) driven by an electric Motor.
It replaces the SN40 unpowered version. The latter didn't
include the globes but nothing is said about them for the SE40.

SN41 is the Quartz Clock in Fig.12 with I suppose a
commercial motor.

SN50 is an hand-powered, 12-footed Walking Machine;
SES50 is the motorised version above and the Set includes a
Motor, Accumulator, & Charger.

SE91 is the radio controlled version of the Racer SN91. It
is shown with the red Plate as in OSN 44 but elsewhere on the
website it has a Solar Panel as in Fig.14. The drive is to one

STOKYS: S8
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Fig.12

~ Wheel by frlctlon from
~ a small rubber-tyred
wheel on the Motor's output shaft.

Finally GM10, a set for schools
to demonstrate simple mechan-
ics. Illustrated are a belt drive
between 2 sizes of Pulleys, and a
suspended weight which might be

a plumb bob or a rotating
pendulum.
ACCESSORIES I don't have

9-14 a complete earlier list but items
new to me are a follows.
The 2.4GHz, 4-channel R/C
. Transmitter, M153, & Receiver,
- | M152, listed separately. Also 2
. Servos, M125-6.
N The Solar Panel, a 4v Motor
| for it, & various accessories.
N Three 12v Geared Motors,
_ MO031-3, smaller than the existing
== ones and of lower power.
. i A 12V, 5A Rheostat, M116,
with a SWItCh either 5|des of a knob.
An 11v, 850mAh lithium-polymer Accumulator, M141,
measuring 35*35*61mm, and a Charger for it.
M144. Brass Nameplates, B102-3, as in Figs.11 & 12,
spanning 4 & 5 holes.
A Mouse Mat XW07.
All the electrical items above are in the usual yellow boxes
except the conventional looking R/C Transmitter, & the Battery
Charger in a blue case.

PS There are now 520 parts in the STOKYS system against
280 towards the end of the original owners, Gebr. Stockmann.
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More on KW-Metallbaukasten.
Notes on this 1947-48 system were
given in 40/1198 and since then
Jirgen Kahlfelt has kindly sent more
information via Thomas Morzinck.
Two boxes are now known, as well as
a manual from February 1947, earlier
than the Model Sheets described in
OSN 40.

The system's name is on the
box lid label right. It can also be seen,
on the smaller of the two known
boxes, in Eisenzeit, Tafel 60, and in
Baukasten, T216 on p219. &

The Boxes The earliest measures &
29*21*6cm and originally housed a
WW?2 gas mask made by a firm called - W”
Auer (who, Thomas mentioned as an BW V
aside, produced a radioactive ¥
toothpaste (!) called Doramad
in 1940). At 29*15*2cm the
later box was of a more
suitable size.

- The Manual was produced
" by the same printer as the
Model Sheets and had the
. same page size. Its PR was
3+ 117.200. 2.47.4679 and it had
: 16 pages including covers. The
front cover is identical to Fig.2
in OSN 40 (but turned anti-
clockwise to give portrait
. format, as was also the case
for the OSN 40 Sheet — in each
case the other sides are printed
the right way up). There are 15
models, one to a page, from
}- Sagebock (Saw-horse) to the
Kran in Fig.2. Of these 8 were
carried forward into the 1948 Leaflet and

Hersteller:

‘ Fig.3 KARL WAGNER

Apparatefobrik
BERLIN SO 36

""""" veerr | the others are quite simple models, a
Music Stand for instance. But they do
include 3 wheeled models, two 2-wheel
‘ e Barrows and the Wagen above.
RS Returning to the OSN 40 piece, in
' D case it wasn't made clear there, the front
of the 1948 Model Sheet is shown left.

Finally Kottbusser Ufer, the street in
KW's address, is now Paul-Linke-Ufer. It
is little more than 1km from Harzer
StraBe, STABIL's home.

Pappschere
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'New' System: METALL BAU
KASTEN H O. Thanks to Urs

Flammer and Jurgen Kahlfeldt Bauvorla gen

some details of this small German,
system, possibly from the DDR.
The box, right & below, measures
227*161*23mm. Perhaps the load
on the Crane indicates that the Set
is a Nr.0, or more likely it is a logo
based on 'H O' — if so does anyone

recognise it?

The parts are FIG\.Z
made of aluminium @
with 4.5mm holes at
12.0mm pitch, and |
the thread is M4. )

Bild 1: Kran

AT

%o
i -0
3\ L eaty
bt o7

The 11 parts are: || ¢
Strips 2,3,5, & 8h; &
an A/B; 1*3*1h &|
1*¥5*1h DAS; an 8-
hole Wheel Disc; a
Screwed Rod about
7cm long; a large §

Bild 2: Windmiihle - Bild 5: Auto

[

hex Nut; and a long
roundheaded  Bolt
with a reduced dia-
meter smooth end.
The Model Leaflet in Fig.3 is printed on one side only.

. FIG.3
The unusual Bolt points to a

B period soon after WW2 when it was no
doubt the best of what was available.
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