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S H E F F I E l D M E C c A N 0 G R 0 U P 
------------------------ ---- -----------------

... 

N E W S L E T T E R 
------------- ------

NuMber 1 NoveMber 1981 
-------------------- ----

Ch�irM�n: Rich�rd Bingh�M 

Tre�sur�r: D�ve Penney 

Assistctnt secretc,ry : Mike, De�dM<•n 

Secret�ry : Peter H�son 

This being the first newsletter produced by the 
Sheffield Hecc�no Group, � little history Might be � good 
ide�. This will, however, be difficult for Me �s I h�ve 
only been involved i n  the , Hecc�no club scene for �few 
Months, so I will le<.ve tht�t s i de of things to our ch�irM�n. 

A Meeting of the 9l'oup was held on Saturda�( � October 
24th t�nd a good nuMber of en thusi t� sts 8ttended froM the 
Hidl�nds t�nd North of Engl�nd. A report of the Models on 
show will be found i ns i de� At the end of the �fternoon � 
short business Me et i ng was held t�t wh i ch we .decided 
1) There appears to be t1 worthwh i le aMount �f support for 

Meetings held in Sheffield and so another Meeting �ill be 
t�rrt�nged for the Spring. 

· 

2> Officers of the club, as listed �bove, were elected 
<without having to figh t off a rush of volunteers!) 

3> A Me e t i ng fee was collected by the br�n d new tre� surer • 

Many thanks to all who attended, and I look forw � rd to 
seeing y ou <• 9 cd n in. the S p r i n  9 • 

Peter Mason 
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�---�.ll!:!.�JL.\l.LI.i:!._.:!J.!..Q.Q.Q.�.: 
As br iefly Mentioned in the l�test Hecc�noMan�s NewsMag, a ne w 

constru ction systeM called 'W isdoM' has �ppe ared in the shop s . Made 
in China and c�lled 'Constru ct-a- Steel' on the box, .it be ars � 
reM�rk�ble reseMblance to Heccano. But bewa�e! The h6le spacing is 
12. 5MM as opposed to He c c�no's 12.7MM, so any parts l�rger than about 
5 holes �re not coMpatible. Ha vin� inspecte d one of the sets, 
howe ver, I find WisdoM an interestin�-CoMp�rison. 

The par ts �re shown below. In the set I looked �t, the plastic 
flexible plates were liiht yellow, siMilar to Hecc�no Fr�nce, and the 
flanged Rl�tes a garish JC�rlet. The Metal finish parts were quite 
ni ce, siMilar in shade to ni ckel finish p�rts, though I hesitate to · 
say that these �re ni ckel plated . The axles were plate d and polished, 
but were poorly finished at the e nd s. 

Wheels <•l'e cheaply Made but plentiful. One se t of four 'road 
wheels' in cluded seeM to have been tc-.k en directly froM t.oy cars, with 
boss holes too s��ll to fit the axles. 

NLrts and bolts �re in the saMe finish �s the strips, with Metric 
thre�d �nd d oMed he�ds with stars, not slots. 

A sMall instnrction book is included, showin·;t coloured picture s 
of twenty Mod els (for the set· 3.) The Models c-.re at least up to 
He ccano stand ard s, with one or two oddities. 

The price for the l�rger se ts is not known, there b@ing 6 sets, 
but the set 3 (soMewhe l'e in size between the early seventies Heccano 
·sets 3 and 4> costs five pounds - g ood v�lue for stocking fillers and 
the like! • 

I think the last word should be left to the instruct.ion book 
whi ch sc.ys '' ... WisdoM' . . • .  trCling the c,wc.kening Min•::l an•j the deli.ccrte 
h <• n d s a n d d e v e 1 o p e s i n f �. n t i 1 e � e n i u s • " 
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.�.IH.t.tr..'1.�.n.�.�.J:.�.9.� 

My own intel�est in Meccc-.no stretches ri·aht bc1ck tcl the SuMMer of 
1978, when elMost by �c cident I �cquired �n e�rly six ties No. 10 set 
for 40 pounds. Most of the p�rts were in poor condit i on or Missing, 
so I spent the rest of the y e�r refurbishing the existing and chasing 
the Missing p�rts. By the beg inning of 1 979 I was the pro ud owner of 
e not qttite coM plete Nq. 10 set in red �nd g reen. Having struggled 
to get together MY Marvellous construction set I de cided to cont�ct 
Me c c<1no Ltd., Binns RCPc1d, Liverpool fo1� g uidclnce, �nd they put Me in 
touch with H.W. Models, Henley-on-ThciMes. H.W. tlcldels supplied the 
few l�eMc-dning p<:11�t.s needed, c1nd �lso SU99ested thc-1t

. I was not c1lone in 
MY obsession with things He c c�no; there were other people in MY C�re� 
interested in He c c�no �s � hobby. They g a ve Me the �d dress of the 
se cretery of the Pennine Hec c�no Guild, �nd I MC'lde contC�ct �nd 
attended �heir S pring Meeting in Huddersfield. 

During 1979 I went to as M�ny M eeting s C�nd exhibitions �s 
possible, c1nd by the SUMMer of 1980 I had becoMe c-.c:quainted with 
seve1��1 enthusi�sts froM ,the Sheffield C'lre�. At little friendly 
gatherings it w�s Sll99ested thC'lt we stC'lrt Cl SM�ll loc�l group, �nd a 
Meeting was arr�nged at the YMCA for �n e venin9 in O c tober . Seven 
r•eople tul�ned U p  c111d it W�S SO enjoy�ble thC!t C'lnother Meeting W�$ 
erranged for A pril 1981. This �g ain WCIS Cl g ood Meeting with lots of 
Models, the only grie v�nce being that there didn't seeM to be enough 
tiMe. 

There then followed �nother SUMMer se�son of Hecc:ano events �nd 
e >: h i b i t i o n s Cl n d t h e t i M e c Cl M e t o cl r r Cl n g e � n Aut Ll M n Me e t i n g f or. the 
Sheffield group, so Cl list of possible invites WC'ls drawn up and 
discussed. By the tiMe we h�d finished, bec�use of the w i der interest 
s h o w n b y p e o p 1 e h e � �� i n ·3 o f o u r � c t i v i t i e s i n S h e f f i e 1 d , i t. w � s. o b v i o u s 
t h cl t i t w cl s 9 o i n '3 t o b e � S Cl t u r d cl y et f t e r n o o n � f f � i r - w h i c h ,. w � s t h e 
Meeting on 24th O ctober. E veryone I h�ve spoken to since then h�s 
s�id how Much th�y enjoyed the Meeting. 

Now th�t we hC!ve Cl Tr!�surer, Secret�ry C�nd Assist�nt Secr et�ry 
to look �fter the group, the Spring Meeting plmnned for e�rly April 

• n e :·: t y e cl 1� s h o u 1 d b e e v e n M o r e s u c c e s s f u 1 • A s u ·3 9 e s t i o n I w o u 1 d 1 i k e 
to M�ke is th�t we follow ihe pretctice of s oMe other groups �nd 
present � shield for the Most po pulmr Model of the d�y, as decided by 
the MeMbers present, this shield to be held for one yemr �nd �w�rded 
�t S pring Meetings. Ple�se forwC'lrd your thoughts on this ide� to 
Peter H�son so et ction cetn be t�ken in tiMe for the next Meeting. 

In the Me�ntiMe, Merry ChristMas and et H�ppy Ne� Year. 

Richard 



t:U .. �_q_ __ :: ___ il.ll.t_ .. ll.Q..�--g·�-�-Y...L 

H�ve y ou eve� Marvelled at those Hagniflcent level-l�tff i ng cr�ne s · 

cl t e x h i b i t i o n s cl n d w o n d e r e d h o w t h e y d o i t '? N a w f i n d o u t f o r 
y o Lll' s e 1 f • 

The sketch shows the general outlines of one which re�lly worked 
as a level luffer, which I showed at North-West Meccano Guild �bout 
six y ears ago. Enough of it to cover a postage staMp ap pears on the 
cover of the MHQ for April 1976 and if these cr i tical d i M ension s are 
f o 1 1 o w e d , 6 r cl l' e s u i t cl b 1 y ·s c a 1 e d u p o r d o w n , cl s u c c e s 1:; f u 1. M cl d e l s h o u 1 d 
result. Hine �as over eight feet high when luffed in rather too 
high for any Building So ciety windows. 

P is the point c1bout which the whole sup erstrltctu r e p:l.vats·. 
was a pproxiMately 2 5  inches above the rails. 

W is the cantilevered jib counterweight. 
N is <:1 nut WO\'king on the screwed rod which luf f s  the jib. 
Hain jib EC 49 inches. 
Tie beaM AB 47.5 inches. 
Cantilever jib BC 7 inche s .  
C�ntilever jib CD 23 inches. 
Hast above jib f oot AF 15 i nches. 
Mast axis to jib fo tit FE 13 inches. 

It 

Full details <rnd a sketch of the ori·ain�l cr<:rne �re to be found 
in a book 

H. H.Broughton. Electric Cranes 1958, Span, London. pp475-7. 
which is available in the Sheffield City reference library, scientific 
and technical section. The librarian will so on find it for yoll. A 
photoco py of the relevant pages would cost �bout 30 pence. 

.., . 
... John Howe 

• 





�h.�.f..f.J.�.l.�Lt:1g.�-�I!Xl.Q._Q.l2.Q.�!Q. __ �.�-�-�.!Y.l.9._.:._.f..1.tb.._Q.�J.Cl.�.�-·r.._.t.«?.�.t 

·The Meeting was attended by �bout 25 enthusi �sts �nd the h�ll w�s 
f i 1 1 e d w i t h t h e f cl M i 1 i cl r s b u n d o f M o t o r s t u r n i n 9 r o u n d cl b o u t s , 1 u f f i n 9 
cranes, propelling ping-pang balls �nd·Motivating crocodiles. During 
t h e cl f t e l' n o o n A 1 cl n P cl r t r i d g e s e t u �· . cl s M cl 1 1 s t ll d i o a n d t o o k 
photogra�hs of Models for MeMbers. Superb refreshMents were provided 
by Brenda Penney and Margar�t Arfield, and we all h�d a good tiMe 
despite the traditional do�npour as we set off hoMe • 

. li.ll.<1.�1.�.--Q.!l._.�.Q.Q.Ii 

E.r..�.D.�.-.G.t.�.'11 showed cl very interesting new type of HecccH109Y'Ciph, us ing 
a continuous roll o f  paper and winding on ciUtoMat.ically. He 
also b1·ought Cl �(eith CC!Meron plC!netCiry Mecc:CirlClgr

'
c-,ph ilnd 21 

Model o f  Trevithick's steCIM lo�o, using plilstic Mec cano -aears 
to good ef f ect. 

Bl�n._E�t.t.t!1�� showed his incredible ping pang b�ll rolling 
hypnotic in action. Even More Mind boggling is his 
showing the MoveMents o f  Jupiter's Moons to 0.01% 

McHhine, 
�lovilabe , 
accuracy. 

Alan Cllso showed an orrery .and an �altern�te Motion' 
MechanisM. 

t�J:.�t._tl��Qn brought a neat �odi f ied version o f  � st�t.ionary steaM 
engine froM a design by JiM GaMble in a Bert Love book. 

�!tB�t1.-��j! showed his Autoviewer, � Model o f  She ffield town hall, Cl 
coin operated roundabout, a race gaMe and � terrifying .,. 
crocodile which gave Cl lot of fun to Clll present . 

I!.�.'t.!.•t_.F:..�.l1.1Jgy_ showed a coal (or rCither pec:d tippler, cl Barber-Gl�een 
road surfC!cer, Cl coMpact auto-reverse gearbo>: and the chassis 
o f  a DC!vis trenchec • 

. G..I?..Q.f..t._.�.Q.L�.� showed his display JCB di gger Cls featured 
Mecc�noM�n's NewsMag, ·his white helicopt er , 
p u s h c C11' t t h a t cl c t u Cl 1 1 y w o r k e d b <t s e d o n a n 
prob<tbly would not • 

in 
<:•nd 
MH 

t.he recent 
a porter and 
design that 

. ·::!.I:.!.LL�.l.L.C..Q.L�.� brought his elegC�nt DeloreCin sports Cilr, ctn AMerican 
style 18-wheel concrete Mixer truck ilnd (I four wheel drive 
chC!ssis with neat steerin g . 

BQ�!t._.l!_B�.l.l�n1 showed Cl collection of Miniatures, inc ludi ng Cl very 
nice traction engine, and Cl'circul<tr railw�y and a jet plane 
�odelled in Stokys parts • 

. ll.L�.�.-f..Q.t.tiJ.?. stoked up his l<tl'ge steCIM powered •;�enerC�t.i,ng pl�nt. for the 
lC�st tiMe be f ore it succuMbs to the f ate �WCiiting all Heccano 
Models • • •  

.IJ.l.�.IJ._.�.<;..�.�.s.Ll.l showed <1 M cd n s Motor 
gears and covered with a 
bottle! Alan also had a 
display. 

powered clock using A rgent i ni <tn 
'doMe' Made f ro M � l�rse whisk� 

f ive MOVeMent. cr�wler crane on 

I: 
I 

. . 



.' L�.r.I!.Q.TL.l.?!Y1.9 . . r. showed a Highway Set tipper tr·uck. , Cl sMall s.cooter· Clnd 
an open car f roM a 1960's set 4 design . 

J2hD.-���Y�QI!1 showed <� very well Made early tr aMcar trLick, with f ine 
working b rakes and springing. 

tll��-�211��111 gave us a last chance to 
farMer's engine, featuring unusu<�l 
also had the steaM power pl<�nt froM 
block-setter, powered by a 'pile' 
p1· ewcr r superModel. 

see his unusuCil Wilson 
underslung M oti on . Hike 

his recently deceased 
Motor and inspired by a 

8.L�h.�.r..1._.�.LD..'il.l:!.�.� showed cr NureMbe1·g verge crnd foliot c loc: k, pc1wered by 
cr nuMbel' 1 clockwol'k Motor and built f l' CIM e-rn MM design by Pat 
Bl'iggs. 

G�Qff._M!l!QD displayed a Marine engine built Mostly froM yellow parts . 

tl��11n.-�Q��n showed a 5-set go-cart fitted with a very ne at V-twln 
engine, displayed on a rotating plinth. 

Q�y!1._Y!1�!I!!QI! showed a display digger, an SHL plCining Machine, and Cl 
Neville Reed design 'right an9l� drive without geC�rs' 
MechanisM • 

.l.LrL.!?.Q.Q.QX!�I showed his \JcdschFlerts 
collection of Miniatures and 
tension spring • 

valve gear deMonstrator, a 
a universCil 

. lj.D..1.r..� .. '=L.t:i.Q.t..t..r..�.� showed an in t r i 9 u in g coin r o 1 1  in 9 gaMe • 

drive bCised on a 

.1:1.L��·-·�.4?..�.1.�.�.D. brought a Miniscule bulldozer, but unfort.unc-rtely ·,.it was 
so sMall he forgot to take it hoMe again! 

Gerald Griffin is in the process of disposing of Cl lC�rge 
collec.tion of Zinc/Yellow/Blue Heccano. The vultures have been Clt it 
for a little while now, but recently there were still two · coMplete 
nuMber tens crnd quite <r lot of sepc:rl'ate par· ts left. If you are 
teMpted, you can get in touch crt: 
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