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 0 
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0 

Ye have now held our second Meetin� �t our ugual venue 
in Sheffield, and we are in a better position to estiMate 

0 

the support we are getting . Ue •••M to h�ve a nucleus of 0 
regular s upporters froM the Sheffield area and a 

considerable nuMber of enthusi�sts coMing fro� lon ger 
distances to our Meeti�gs. The hall was well filled for the 0 
Meeting , and we all had an enjoyable tiMe. 

At a short business "eeting we decided little H are than 0 
that we would continue as at present with two Heetingl a 
year, and that the next Mee\ing will b� on Saturday 16th 
October. The hall will be open froM about twelve o ' c lock, 0 
with the Meetin9 proper starting at about two o ' clb tk ; The 
Meeting place is the Hillhouses Yo�th C�ntre, Dobcrort Ro�d, 
Sheffield; if anyone needs any help in findin9 it, please 0 
let "& know. 

To 
·
keep you in touch with the wider world of H•cc•no, 0 

here is a list-of a few other events• 

24th/25th July 
3rd/4th SepteMber 
25th SepteMber 
1 6th October 
13th NoveMber 

Ilkley Show (see inside>. 
Henley Exhibition. 
North Midlands Guild <Thurg�rt�rt). 
Sheffield Heeting. 

· · 

Darlington Exh·ibition. 

0 

0 

0 

0 



I will COMMence this.little treatise on the Hole by stating an 
indisputable fact: there is no doubt whatsoever that without the Hole 
there could be no Heccano. It is indispensabl@ to the systeM. The 
Hole can be de fin e d as ; nothing surrounded by soMething;. It 
therefore follows that any proud possessor of Hecc�no parts can 
truthfully say ''I Got Plenty of Nothing". The very word Meccano h�s 
got a Hole in i t, c-rnd eve .... n Frank Hornby hifHielf sported a Hole in his 
naMe, which leads Me naturally to think of Gauge �o; �nd Dublo . Then 
of course there are the MeMbers of the �any Heccano Groups, CJubs and 
Societie � who actually hi�e a Hole in which to hold �heir various 
Meetings. 

To d i gress for a MOMent froM Heccano en� i neer i ng to genet i c  
engineering, one will find that the Hole is Much in avidence, as 
w i tness the Ear Holes, the Eye Holes, the "outh Hole etc. �tc. And 
what of the black Holes, at the present tiMe so popular with 
AstronoMical theorists? Have they forgotten th�t the first Black Hole 
was d i scovered Many, Many years ago i n  Calcutta? 

Then again one can Make a coMparison with a certa i n  popular 
sweetMeat and honestly aver ihat one;s Heccano parts, old and new, �re. 
i n  ;Mint; condition. The <U>hole subject or the Hole is,.I would say, 
inexhau st i b le �nd so I will conclude this short.exposition with a 
reference to other constructional systeMs and say, in the iMMortal 
words of Bruce Ba i rnsfather, the World War I cartoonist• "If you can 
find m ;Better Ole' <than Heccano> go to it." The inference being , �f 
course, that you can't! 

Bernard Sage 

Uh i le �k i MMing through old Heccano Maga z i ne s recently <I onl y 
read theM for tbe 'Fireside Fun' really>· I caMe across the i deal 
subject for soMe vehicle Modell i ng enthusiast. It is called the 

I 
Hetrac, and i t  appears in the Nove"ber 1 959 issue. 

The Hetrac appears at first s ight to be an ord i nary "il i tary 
style six-wheel truck, but the article tells of the Ma$s of internal 
hydraul i cs it contains that Mmke its perforMa�ce f�r froM ordinary . 
It ha� the ab i l i ty to Move any wheel or coMbination of wheels 
vertically, and also.to bend itself i n  the M i ddle i nto a "v" shape, 
g i v i ng rise to i�s party tr i ck of cli"bing over a t hree foot wall! It 
is supposed to be very good at n egot i ating steep sided ditches, �nd 
can travel w i th a level load on very uneven ground. 

"After reading the article you woYlder· why it never CMigbt on· (or 
did it: does any Military vehicle enthusiast know?) Haybe it did nrit 
have a large enough load capacity to be useful, or was it not reli able 
or rugged enough for its de"and i ng job? It ought to Make a very 
entertaining Model, though, if anyone could Manag� to si Mulate the 
action of· all those hydrauli.c raMs. 

F'et er Mason 

' ' 
t 



The secdnd M�et i ng of the Group w� s held at the usu�l venue o� 
H i llhouses Youth Centre, Dobcroft Road, Sheff i eld. The t�bles were 
ne�tly covered by a layer of wh i te wr�pping paper 9enerously provi ded 
by Dave Penney, followed by a generous layer of Heccano Models brought 
along by the MeMbers. T-he cater i ng was as usual brill i � ntly or9�nised 
by Margaret Arfield w i th various helpers on the day and we all h � d a 
ve ry enjoyable Meet i ng.· 

Er.�n�.J.ir�n! brought·� very i nterest i ng horizont.«•l <polystyrene!) log 
saw, powered by h i s  patent Mod ified E15R Motor, and a three 
speed and reverse gearbox operated by �n /H/ gate selwctor� 

�QbD-�!�Ya&n! showed his very f i ne traM chass i s, which features 
correctly spr i ng-Mounted electr i c  Motors, brakes which can be 
operated froM either end of the vehicle, and operat i ng · 'Man. 
catchers' at each end to save you froM be i ng run over. He 
hopes to bu i ld soMe bodywork onto the traM in tiMe to show i t  
at the Darl i ngton exh i b i t i on. John also showed his looM wh i ch 
was unfortunately not fully work i ng on the d�y, b�t " �de all 

the right noises all the saMe! 

Iia_IQ&QD!� showed a Model of a forMula one ·racing car, the 'VB 
Cosworth' engine hiding a p i le type Motor. The car was well 
turn�d out w i th 'rac i ng sl i cks' based on ashtray tyres . TiM 
also showed a Roland EMMett style tra i n  and a colle c t i on of · 
exper i Mental Mechan i sMs. 

al�n_f��!�i��! d i splayed a very f i ne collection of Orrer i es, cover i ng 
Sun I Ea�� t hI Moon , Mars and . i t s sett e 1 1 i t e s , � n d S lln I M ars I MooD s  • 

They explained soMeth i ng wh i ch May puzzle those of us who are 
not astropoM i cally � i nded: the planets Move so sMoothly 
because they run on graph i ted grease bear ings . Alan also 

showed an eccentr i c  geilr , dev i ce Clnd 'N�poleon'· Made froM 
titaniuM surgical plates. 

�Qbn_HQ�! showed his aMaz i ngly coMplicated skeleton ast�onoM i cal clock 
which also boasts a perpetual calendar; i t  has all its works 
on show and very coMplex it looks! 

tlish�!l_Hins showed a Miss i le f i r i ng aer�plane. 

�!ll_H&9ll!!£!Qf� showed his Heccano vers i on of the Stokys tower cr�ne 
featured in a recent copy of the HeccanoMens News"ag. He 
seeMed to have solved .�11 the tr i cky pro bl eMs involved in 
interpret i ng the or i ginal i n  Heccano terMs, ilnd the Model 
perforMed i ts operat i ons SMoothly. 

Q�y!�-f�nn!X showed his Dilv i s  trench i ng Mach i ne, featur i ng plastic 
s pro c k et c het i n and f 1 ex i b 1 e · t r et c k to represent the d i gg i ng 
arM. This operated effectively froM a Ma i ns Motor . 



�!!TI�!�_I!S! showed a varied c6llection: � coMplete fair9round with 
eight rides, each op�rated in turn by a built up rotary 
switch; a giant Musical box playing 'Edelweiss� or an old 
standard of which I neglected to ask the naMe, selected by 
changing druMs; and possibly th.e Most unusual Model •on show 
was Bernard's brok en down car, �oMplete with Berna�d pushing 
at the bac k !  

Jlf!.Qf.f._.�.Ql.E1.'!. showed il roundc:loout of the kind coMMonly known as a 
Paratrooper or Skydiver • • •  whatever the naMe, it worked well 
at a fearsoMe speed. Geoff exploits the �rainbow year�' of 
Heccano in producing this Model; parts coloured red, black, 
yellow, blue, zinc plated and white and coloured lights 'give a 
very realistic fairground appearance. He also showed hig 
white helicopter and a steaMroller Made froM the contents of 
'Taylor'� Technik it'. As well as these standard ran9e Hec�ano 
Models, Geoff brought an iMpressive display of Heccano 
aircraft: a biplane fighter Made froM the �uMber 1 Aeroplane 
set, and three others Made froM later and larger sets a 
three engined Monoplane, a single engined sea biplane, and a 
twin engined flying boat siMilar to a SuperM�rine Stranraer. 

Jy!!�D-�Ql!� brought an AMerican concrete ·truck ,  a bottoM duMper with 
snowplough, a crane truck and a threatening looking Viper 
interceptor spacecraft. 

�!!TIQTI_I!�!Qt displayed the 10 set 4-4-0 locoMotive and tender, 
iMMaculate in yellow and zinc plate and powered by a Mains 
Motor, a Highway Kit truck and a 60's style sports car. 

f.:.f!.�.f!.t.Jl�.�.Q.T.l showed a becHrtifully turned out Grasshopper Bea� Engine, 
which ran very well despit� the balancing proble "s which Peter 
says are inherent in this particular type of Model. The 
probleM is that in this design of steaM engine the beaM is 
pivoted at the end instead of in the centre which is More 
usual, and so there is a lot of out of balance weight; this 
was counterbalanc�d partially by incorpor�ting a one pound 
luMp of <non-�eccano> lead wa\er pipe inside one side of the 
flywheel. ··Peter lllso brought a 198:1 epicyclic gear reduction 
which he cannot as yet think of a use for! 

.�Lt;,h�.t:.�.-»..!n.sh.�.� brought two cloc k s: one based on cl built up 
· 

synchrono�s Motor and the other a neat bracket clock with a 
Foliot balc.nce, powered by a nuMb.er 1 clockwork Motor. · 

Alan GriMshaw has organised �ecc�no p�rticip�tion in two shows 
for 1982; the S k ipton show is already p�st but there is still tiMe to 
participate i � the show at Ilkley. It is on Saturday and Sunday, July 
24th c:.nd 25th, froM 10 to 6 <Sat> and 10 to 5 <Sunday>, i.n the Kings 
Hall and Uinter Gardens • .  The show is organised by the Yorkshire Dales 
Railway MuseuM Trust and is designed to be a good d�y out for all the 
faMily. Alan has reserved about 40 feet of table sp�ce for Heccano, 
but he needs to k now about a week in advance if you intend to display 
Models, so those interested should get in touch 

i 
' 
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