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N E U S L E T T E R 

0 
Nmtbel� 4 August 1983 

0 

ChairMan: Richard Bin9haM 0 

Treasurer: Dave Penney 
 0 

Secretary: Peter Mason 

0 

0 
As proMised Cor threatened if you l ike! ) in the last 

newsletter, we have now 90t our MeMbersh ip l is t  �ore 
organised; in this issue you will find a l ist of naMes and 0 
addresses of payed-up MeMbers of the Sheffield Meccano 
Group. The subscription year ends before the next Meet ing, 
so you1� ne>:t l�ound of subs will fc,ll due then. The 0 
MeMbership fee is currently 3 for adults and ha lf price for 
juniors up to the age of 18 years. 

The next Meeting has been arranged for Saturday 15th of 
October, 1983, at the saMe venue as last tiMe: Norton 

0 

Church Hall, Norton Lane, Sheffield. If anyone wants a Map 0 
to show theM how to find it, pl e ase let Me know. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



T he people in the followin·3 list hcwe paid theil' subs fol' the 
y ear ending SepteMber 1983. If y o u  t hink t here are �ny errors in t his 

-list please let us k now, particularly if we h�ve your address down 
wrongly . If y o u  know of anyone else w hb Might possibly coMe to our 
Meetings please invite theM a l ong; visitors are always welcoMe. We 
intend to do a bit of local p ublicity before the next M eeting to try 
to •3et M Ol'e Sheffield peofY>le in. 

�( . 
. J. 

R . 
A. L. 

M. 
F . 
G. 
J • 

M. 
R. 
F . 
A • 

R. 
J. 
p. 
T. 
J. 
A • 

D. 
R. 
B. 
T. 
v. 
c. 
p. 

D. 
D. 

Ashton,
BeauMont,
Bingha M, 
Brown,  
B urgess, 
Clarke,
Coies, 
Coles, 
Cotterill,
Ev eritt,
Grant,  
GriMshaw, 
Johnson,
Martin, 
Ma son,  
Mc CallaM, 
McDonal d, 
Partridge,
Penney, 
Portus,
Sage, 
Spooner,
Taylor, 
T hoMson,
Wadsworth,
Wilkinson,
Wright,

I!I!t.�.� .... f.Q.t._.�.Q.I:!.t._.ll.L�.r..� 

24th SepteMbel' 

15t h Oc tobe1' 
12th Novf�Mbel' 
27th DeceMbel' to 
2nd J an uary 

Nol�th Midlands Meccc-,no Guild Meet.in·3, Thu1�9arton. 
Sheffield Meccano Group Meetin9, Norton. 
North East Meccano So ciety ex hibit i on, Darlington. 
Meccano ex hibition at London Transport M useuM 
( Covent Gctrden) 

The exhibition at· Darlington is always · a v ery enjoyable occasion, 
with a good t urnout of Models of a high standard and a creditable 
s howing froM t he y oung enth usiasts who abound in the North-East �rea. 
T he public s upport the ·exhibition enthusiasticly too. Last year 
everyone taking along a Model was awarded a nicely printed 
certificate, so y o u  definitely ought to go �long! 

T he ex h i bition at Covent. Garden is a new ventllre by four London 
area clubs, and as y o u  see t hey are arranging to Man t he exhibition 
for several days over the ChristMas period y o u  will appreciate the 
a Mount of effort going into it. If anyone is in that area during the 
holiday it should be well worth attending. 



.!i.l:!.�.f..f.J.g.!A .... tl.t!! .. t;.£�• .. ll.Q.._.Q .t.Q..IJ.Q._f:l.�.!.�.!.u.s._.:._f.!.�.t.1._.t!Jl.t.�1._.1.'?..�.� 

The sp1�in·3 Meeting w as held in wh;:,t is now am· usu<:1l 'hall at 
Norton, which was well filled w ith Models brought along by MeMbers and 
visitors. As usual there was a good display of new and second -hand 
parts for sale, together w ith the re�ults achieved by the MeMbers in 
bolting a few of theM.tog ether <sciMe people think it Must be �s easy 
as that to cobble tog ether a superMod el in an evening!> 

�grn�t�_§J�� show ed a sing le -deck traMcar, as seen on the streets of 
Sheffield in tiMes g one by, a di�ital c lock, a synchro nous 
clock and a Most appealing Mechanical to rtois e . Bernard seeMs 
to be Making a specia lity of Heccano aniM a l s . 

E!!D�_Qr�n1 displayed the latest state of his autoMated Meccanograph. 
This now Moves on autoMatically at the end of the pa ttern, 
using an ele ctro-M ag net to lift the pen off the paper and 
g earing to advance the paper roll. 

�i£�_EQ!!Y! show ed his larg e scale Mod el of the type of steaM 
ag ricultural eng ine for w hich Lincolnshire was faMous until 
the beg inning of this century . 

Hi1�-�Q11�t!! show ed a synchronous Mantle clock in blLie and yellow, 
and a another synchronous clock in red and green .  

�!!DQn_l!�!Q! showed two Models of his ow n constrLiction - a tank and a 
sports car <both in red and green) - and tw o dealer�s d isplay 
Model s froM those halcyon days when <it seeM s) every corner 
toy shop had at least a Mecc ano w indMill with flashing lights, 
or a giant blocksetter if there w as rooM ! 

�in_§���!! broug ht soMe iteMs froM his aMazing collection - a traMcar 
in blue and g old, a 1930's style sports car, and a Miniature 
v ersion of the faMous blocksetting crane • 

. t:!.J..c;.t._.� .IJ.t.9.�.§..§. and SiMon Swaile s b i� oug ht alon·a a fork-lift truck, a 
heavy duty road tra�tor unit and a stock car, tog ether with a 
Model Made froM a nuMber 2 special aeroplane kit froM before 
the w c:H�. 

IQ!_H£��11�! put on a display of fairg round Model� , a lways a favo urite 
M eccano sub j ect . It included a Waltzer ride in red and green 
<g reen to Me�tch the faces of the payin ·;:� custoMers as they 
stagger off!>, a Cake Walk, and a ShowMan's engine to provide 
the power. 

�Q.I:!n_H£DQD!l� show ed his now faMous Lysander Mode l with its six -foot 
w ing span <I aM sure I was not the only onlooke r to hav� M ade 
the Airfix plastic kit Lysander Many years ago>. A ls o  on show 
were a partly coMpleted arMour ed car , and a Cas�avel arMoured 
c cl P .  

��y�_Einn�� show ed his level-luffing , autoMatic-gr ab crane which he 
has been keeping in hid ing at hoMe because of th e sheer e ffort 
of transporting it. The Model is based on the orig inal by 



Er i c Tay 1 o �� , - and w m s c on s tr· u c t e d Main 1 y by the cl id of a pp ly i n '3 
a Magnifying glass to p hotos of the original. The luffing 
Mech;;-1nisM inclu des <:1 rathel' cul"ious curved rilck str•ip whose 
part-nuMber escapes MY MeMory for the MOMent� 

.Il.S!.Y..!.'tJ�.LL�.Ln.? . . Q.\1 show ed "Mt� Fo:<, the Ben virtuoso", w hich is on e of 

An dl�eas Honkoly ... s . distinctive Models, cl Te:-:c:1�; wheelie c1 n d  <:• 

g�ar ar rangeMent. 

JQhn_tl��1!n showe d t he start he has Ma de on w hat is to be a version of 
Super Mo del 27 <Giant Dragline), to be powered by steaM, 
toget her with his superb Miniature Model of an M idl an d Railway 
express loco and coach. 

����1�-�£K!n�!� put on a fine display of historic Binns road products 
on the stage, including iteMs such as the Princess Elizabeth 
that we h<:we read about in .the books but not often seen in the 
Metal. 

8Qa��-l�=RQll�n1 sh owed a Mechan i sed cartoon of a dog wmgging its tail 
in the pa rk, toget her with a q uaint 1903 Renault car an d il 
Miniature t raction engine. 

BQ�-g�g£!11 show ed a Model of a world speed record breaking car, the 
Mercedes-Benz TBO of 1939, together with a very neilt 
single-cylinder steaM engine in yellow/blue/black. 

al�n_J£��g.!ll s how ed his fai�ground aeropl ane ride (beware of 
low-flying ael�oplanes! > c-.nd Clnother M achine with illltoMa.tic 
flash ing lights and contr a- rota ting rides. 

§!Qff_�Ql�l showed a Mill engine based on an old Manual M odel, turned 
out in iMMaculate red and nickel, usin g channel segMents for 
the flywheel, and a very nicely proportion ed steilM Cilr built 
round the Meccano steaM engine. This chugged around the floor 
quite happily apart froM s l ippin g occasion ally on the p o lishe d 
par quet, which is not a surface the or i ginal would h�ve to 
encounter! 

�Yli�D-�Ql�� showed a Super Sentinal under type steaM lorry 
in c orpo r ating a 1929 Meccano steaM engin e (which fits very 
nicely into this type of Model with its vertical boiler>, very 
faith fully Modelled in red an d green. He also showed an 
AMerican style Multi-wheeled concr ete Mixer lorry, Making use 
of white plates froM t he Meccc1no " ril inbo •..J yr�c-.rs". 
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