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Joint Newsletter Ed.: 
Rob Mitchell, 

Dear.Nember, 

There have been some changes ih the SHEFFIELD MECCANO GUILJ 
recently. 

As m~ntioned in the last issue of SMG NEWS, Richard Bingham, Robin 
John~on and Peter Mason have all retired from their posta as Guild.off­
icer~. At the AGM, the above new officers were press- ganged, (t) • 

Secondly, subscriptions have been reduced to ~3, reflecting the fact 
that: CO N.ST HUCTOR QUARTERLY is an independently financed publication. The 
£3 c6vers the two Guild meetings at Norton, and four issues of the 
New~iotter produced jointly by Rob Nitchell and myself. 

A~ the time of writine, a full ~embership list wan not available. 
Guilcli membes.hip is expected to fall to around the fifty mark,. since most 
of the members were primarily interested in the magazine. which, now 
beini independent of the Guild, has its own subscription arrancements. 

\Comviling the new membership has been uomplicated by an initial 
slowlpayment of subscriptions. Therefore, to reach everyone who has exp­
ress~d an active interest in the Guild in one way or another, Nensletter 
dist~ibution for this issue has been as follows:-

\ To anyone who has paid his/her sub. by date of posting. 

To anyone who attended the last meeting, 

To anyone who wrote requesting a copy of the last Newsletter~ 

VIe expect to sup1)ly a rnembershin list with the 11arch iscue. All .sub­
scriptions should be sent to Stephe; Parkin at the above addrcs~t and an; 

ems for the Newsletter (exhibition reports, letters &c) to nyself or 
Rob I~atchell, 

Finally folks, on behalf of the Guild Officers, may I ~ish you all 
the very best for Christmas and the New Yearo 

HIKE .BEADHAN 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

    



Now, a word from our esteemed Chair~an. . . 
• 

Aa tho man said .... some are bortn great, some achieve erEJatraH3Sr an·.' 
some have Breatness thrust upon them, I am a little uncertain a~ to which 
of these routes brought me to the exalted office of Chairman of the 
Sheffield Meccano Guild, but I do know that I have a hard act to follow, 

The very first issue of the newsletter for what was then called 
the Sheffield Meccano Group contained a Chairman's Page written by Richard 
Bingham. That issue was dated November 1981, and Richard continued in the 
office of Chairman until the AGM last October, when for reasons conn­
ected with his present employment he found it necessary to resign. Happily 
he remains a Guild member, and has promised his readiness to assist me. 

Anpther blow we recieved at the AGM was the resignation from office 
of the other two members ol the 'Great Triumvirate•, Robin Johnson and 
Peter Mason, both of whom had been founder members. Not everyorie will have 
been able to realise the extent of the work these two stalwarts have done 
durine every ~uarter of the year. Imagine, for a start, the labour of 
putting 300 magazines into envelopes, addressing them, and posting theml 

AlDo, in addition to ?reducing and despatching the magazine, they 
have had to co~e with a steady demand for back numbers which had to be 
folded, collated, stapled and trimm•d, a job with which I have been able 
to lend. some assisstancee The single- handed production of the superb 
Constructor Quarterly now leaves Robin no ti:me for club activitios~ :~r:l ·,7c; 

are Glad that both ha and Peter remain memberso 

As noon as the AGM ended, Richard took me alon~ to boot the Norton 
J:all fo ::.:- o u::.· next two r:1eet ings 9 which are to be helG. on Sa turd.a;y 8th A}? ::::'L. 
and Satn:tZdc.y 7ttr October. We will also be goine; to Ka:lham Island Industric.l 
iiuscun, and the new committee will make every effort to publicise this 
?reGtigiouc event. 

ITc are confident that the Guild members will continue to civc u~ 
tLci r full s Ui?J?O rt 1 and tb at thQse who are able will cont l'i but e rw.t er:i. c.:'. 
fcir the 11ewsletter, as nell as C6nstructor Quarterly 9 which I think can 
nor: c la i r:, to b c t h c best m a g a z; in e o n t h c s u b .. 1 e c t o i' l; cc c <:. n u i i '- ·:~ (;; J :.: ;' :.~ 
·t :.c:t l:r;.e ever a:ppoaredo It nic;ht cost .:n2 1:.. year, but it contain~ r::o:co 
.i,JTD.ctlcal info:tmation for the nodern Heccano enthuEoiast than all tLc: olc:. 
Meccw.no Magazines that he will ever buy. 

A Happy Christmas, and happy modelling, everyone' 

Charles Hatfield. 



Hich<:rd Kent 
~-··-..·---------

Showed a 0 cimplicity' Monorail, the idea beinc 
to use a minimum o:' expensive bitG~ Ei.l:c a.l:~o 
chewed a Geoff Colcs desicn Crane Lorry, an~ 
a NMMG Constructor~roject Ship's Crane~ 

Brought a disvlay of c. 1929 Meccano, cluii~c 
dark Reg/Creen sets, manualB 1 also a H 
Voltage Motor and a Steam Enginet 

A Yellow/Blue/ Zinc ?ontoon Crane made within 
the confines of a Noa 10 B , and driven by a 
Marklin EU1072 Motor* 

Displayed a Tank f:com a 1919 public ion~ ~>o 
a helicopter based on the mucninc L.: -~j:' ':-ltH· 
Thunder' TV serieso 

Showed a Synchronous Clock which nei the:r: of ·~ne 

Editors could start~•o••• 

A Blue/Yellow/White Magic ITindmill and two 
Blue and Red Steam engines, one Beam engine# 
the other an Undertypee 

A pair of Black/Yellow No@ 1 set Scooters, an 
SNL 6 Stiff I;et:; Derrick, and a (Wait for it) EL~ 
5 Short Wheelbase, fuck- Driven, Ozone Friend­
ly ~Thing 1 (Phew~) 

Brought a most S~lendid ~odcl- a Red/GreGn 
Pocket Battleship- The Graf SIH~e. All -U~e c:uns 
train,and elevato 1 and the ~odel feaLure~ 
seaplane launchinc and recovery ccar. Alone 
with the working lightinG, a very irn~oGinc noJ. 

Showed a Nuremberg Verge and Fcliot Clock, a 
,~ d'r.;. ,,,,. ' ]' ., m rte tureen vulture ae ~a2~re 1 and 1TIO lane 
Constructor models one devci~ of ~ 
'My Kingdom for a pair cf ~incs 1 ~w says here. 
on the model report. 

T .SteD..rn Loco~ 

tracked All Terrain Vehicle~ powered 
motore 

A massive Red/Green Catc 
featuring all the workinc 
totypei and using all the 
the known Universe. 

C ili'O·­

Acroplane ColluT~ in 

Showed his Salt ~ine Rolf Cutter in Red/Grccn 1 

t:his model repre~3Cl1ts a t~'"pe cf nr:tchinc r;L1c}~ 

uses standard Coal Cutter chain and eke to 
mine rock salt, 



Frank Sinr"'loton 
-----~--

Showed an ABC Bus built from Meccano, Constr~cto·; 
and Stokys parts , also a Midland Railway . 
4-2-2 'Spinner' Loco and Tender and an Elcctr2c 
Tramcar. 

Andreas Konkoly Ellipsograph modelled in Dark 
~ Blue and Yellow parts. 

Brought an 18th Century Kiontz Steam EnGine 
made fwom Blue/Yellow/Zinc parts, baDed on tho 
oricinal model of Dr, David Tihitmore. 

A Red/Green Table- Top Bloc~setter and a Nick 
Meccano Shocking Coil, 

... -------- -----------------·---- ..... 

".Pco_;:)lo, .i.t ho.s r'o(:::1 ::::::.:2.,~, can be lilaced in three cla::;scsa tile 
fow vrho mal:c things happen, the many who watch thincs happen, and 
the overwhelminG majority who have no idea what has happened"so~o••~ 

HICEOLAS NURRAY BUTLER 

All members of the SHEFFIELD MECCANO GUILD are in that enviable 
J_)o::;ition mentioned by Hr. Butler in the above quotation. YOU LAKE TEilfGS 
EAP?EH G 

In a world where everythinG seems to be done oL our behalf by 
1 experts' (where an 'ex' is a has- been 9 and a 'spert' is a drip under 
~ressure), the Sheffield ~eccano Guild member is able to _put his idea::; 
and theories into solid, real, nork~ng practice~ and recievo use 1 

uncritical advice from fellow nembers at the Guild ncetinc3 at ~ortcno 
Then~ at Kelhan Island and other exhibitions, he can di~~lay 

his creatio11s to 'the many who-1vatch thine;s happen~ 11 who c;ive t.heir 
admiration and praise, and then eo away and tell those 1 who have no 
icloa r:hat has happened •. 

0 u r task as a G u i l d i s t o h e 1 p r c d u c e t h c :::>1 z e o f t h e 1 ;1 o i ci c .';., ' 
brlc~de, Go that they at least become one of the nany who watc1. JusL 
occasionallys one of the ~atcherse becomes a 'doer' one of the :ort­
unate fewo a. a* and. becominG a ::.err,ber of TliE Sl:I:F2IE1.:-J ELCCA1JO G~::n,D i::: 
the best possible start for any newcomer to Neccano& 



• • 

21st JAHUARY 
18th FEDRUAHY 

25th PEBRUARY 

ll·~h NAB CH 

25th !·iARCH 
8th A.P RIL 
22nd APRIL 

20th HAY 
27th HAY 

10th. JUNE 

10 'tl;r JUNE 

25th JUNE 
7th-9th JULY 

QIARY DATES 1989 

NORTH }1IDLAHDS HECCA!10 GUILD* Club Hectinc; (O;:ton) 
North East London Meccano Club, Club Meetincj 
(Be.rJ:ineside) 
Henley Society of Neccano Encrineers, Club 
Meeting (Henley) 
West Londom Meccano Society, Club MeetinG 
(Greenford) 
Midlands Meccano Guildf Club Meeting (Alcester) 
SHEFFIELD MECCANO GUILD, Club Meeting (Ncrton) 
Holy Trinity Meccano Club, Club Meeting 
(Hildenborough) 
NORTH MIDLANDS MECCANO GUILD, Club Meet (Oxton) 
Henley Society of Meccano Engineers, Club 
Meeting (Henley) 
North East London Meacano Club, Exhibition 
(BM'J.';eir±gside-} -~ - ··· ~ ~~- - -~ 

West London Meccano Society, Club Meeting 
(Greenford) 
LINCOLN 11ECCANO EXHIBITION 
SKEGEX 

•··~•e The road to Norton at 5 &eme~ SMG Meeting Dayo 



fiQ.lliER[AM ARTS CENTRE - VISUAL AR'I'S EXHIBITION 

It is rare indeed that Meccano models rub shoulder bolts 
wi·~h Dressmaking and iYargames, let alone Pottery and Pup:pats- but 
at this Arts Council sponsored exhibition such was indeed the case~ 

J 
• Beyond pondtehring whteth

1
er idtRiibsbpiossiAbt:e ~o ctons1 tr~lct a \ . 

~n1tting machine wi compu er se ng ~acnmen . n ~eccano. 
it would bo inappropriate to describe the other attractions at this 
pleasant, if not exactly overcrowded, exhibition. 

Rob Nitchell and Hike Beadma.n put in appearances, alone; with 
some odd bits of Meccano, wearing their other hats as members of the 
Rotherham Society of Scale Model Makers. It must be said that this 
grand moniker is somewhat o:f' a misnomer, since besides Heccarlo, 
whose adherents seldom. if evert aspire to true 'scale'• other 
members produce wooden models of .various types, ald at.least one 
chap collects and displays die• cast toys. 

However, I digress. Rob and Mike took a prominent spot in the 
centre of the main hall, and wore their SMG badges at all times, 
vrith pride. 

Ro!2__!i~i£h..@.li Displayed a section of another fine mineral 
processine plant, the completed part represents Grizzly and crusher 
mechanismso Produced from the original plant scale drawings, a 
very solid piece of construction which rumbled and vibrated ha~2ily 
all day. • 1' 

Rob also brought his Side Tank Loco, and his rubber tracked ' 
Crawler Vehicle which astounded the public all day with feats of 
obstacle climbins and motorised vandalism, ·while his Konkoly 
Tortoise tr~ndled contentedly about the floorc (A note concerning 
this model~ If making any modifications to Andreas' desiGn, nuch as 
a different motor, ensure that the No. 52 plate which forrns the base 
hac no boltheads which can touch the ground. The base muEt be smo~th 
for the walking action to be successful.) 

11it_.t:_~~!!E. showed his Constructorproject Shi?' s Cranev 2. 

Biplane, and a partly finished Fairsround Monorail. Based o~ a circ­
ar track .. the car attains a 1 Scale~ speed of around 100 r::.ph ~ banl;:­

ing alar.mingly under centrifugal force. 

The main part of the Exhibition~ which would have been of· 
interest to many Meccano enthus1asts, was a display comne~oratinc 
the 150t~ anniversary of the Sheffield and Rotherham Railuay~ Apnrt 
from a collection of surviving curios - tickets., tokens t:c- tl1e dis:c;­
lay consisted o:f fine model layouts showing how the railrra.Y or::.cinal:_.:· 
appeared~ It V/oulcl seem that the Sheffield terninus rras near tLc 
\'lick er arches, and the site is now coilered by V a uxha11 C.oal c re C!J u ;.1 c: ~.:; 

Clarki while the Rotherham terminus now has t.he PosttJ.l Sc)rtin;: Office 
on the site. 

• ·• 


