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735 SHEFFIELD MECCANO GUILD

Dear lMembex,
There have been some changes in the SHEFFIELD NECCANO GUILD

recentlyoe e :
As mwntioned in the last lssue of SMG NEWS, Richard Bingham, Robin
Johngon and Peter Mason have all retired from their posts as Guild offw-
icerss At the AGM, the above new officers were press~ ganged, (i) e

Secondly, subscriptions have been reduced to £3, reflecting the fact
that! CONSTRUCTOR QUARTERLY 1s an independaently financed publication. The
£3 covers the two Guild meetings at Norton, and four issues of the
Newsletter produced Jjointly by Rob Mitchell and myself,

At the tinme of writing, a full membership list was not availables
Guild membeship is expected to fall to around the fifty mark,. since most
of the menbers were primarily interested in the magazine, which, now
being independent of the Guild, has its own subscription arrangenments,

‘Compiling the new membership has been womplicated by an initial
slow payment of subscriptions. Therefore, to reach everyone who has exp-
ressed an active interest in the Guild in one way or another, Newsletler
distribution for this issue has been as followsi=-

To anyone who has pald his/her sube by date of posting.
To anyone who attended the last meetings
To anyone who wrote reguesting a copy of the last Newsletter.

We expect to supply a membership 1bst with the March issuee All sub-
scriptions should be sent 10 Stephen Parkin at the above address, and any
items for the Newsletter (exhibition reports, letters &c¢) to nyself ox
Rob Mitchell,

Finally folks, on behalf of the Guild Officers, may I wish you all
the very best for Christmas and the New Year.

{IKE BEADMAN
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Now, a word from our esteemed Chairman. .

NORTON NOTES

As the man sald - some are bown great, some achleve preatness, an:
some have greatness thrust upon them. I am a 1little uncertain as to which
of these routes brought me to the exalted office of Chalrman of the
Sheffield Meccano Cuild, but I do know that I have a hard act to followy

The very first issue of the newsletter for what was then called
the Sheffield Meccano Group contained a Chairman's Page written by Richard
Bingham, That issue was dated November 1981, and Richard continued in the
office of Chalrman until the AGM last October, when for reasons conn-
ected with his present employment he found it necessary to resigne. Happily
he remains a Guild member, and has promised his readiness to assist ne.

Anpther blow we recleved at the AGH was the reslignation from offlice
of the other tvwo members of the 'Great Triumvirate', Robin Johnson and
Peter Mason, both of whom had been founder members. Not evexryone will have
been able to reallse the extent of the work these two stalwarts have done
during every quarter of the year. Imagine, for a start, the labour of
putting 300 magazines into envelopes, addrspssing them, and posting theni

Also, in addition to producing and despatching the magazine, they
have had to cope with a steady demand for back numbers which had to be
folded, collated, stapled and trinmed, a Jjob with which I have been ablc
to lend some assisstances The single- handed production of the superd
Constructor Quarterly now leaves Robin no time for clud activities, hvi we
are glad that both he and Peter remain nmenbers. '

As soon as the AGH ended, Richard took me along toc book the Korioen
Hall for our next two neeu¢nggg which are to te heid on Saturday 8th 4pril
and Saturwday Ttly Cctobere We will also be going to Kedham Island Industricl
lHuseum, and the new committee will make every effort to publicise this
pregstigious evente

Ve are confident that the Guild members will contil nuc to give uz

thelr full support, and that these who are able will contx te naterial

" for the lewsletter, as well as Constructor Quarterly, f”ic3 I think can
now clain to be the best nmagazine on the subject of Licocuno nudelll

tl.ot has ever appeared. It might cost £12 o vear, but it contains nore
rractical information for the modern Heccano enthusiast than all tic olc
Feccano lMagazines that he will ever buy,.

A Happy Christmas, and happy modelling, everyonecd

Charlcs Hatfields

R
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* MODEL REVORT-

Tom MeCellun

Hov Everiit

Les Gines

Frank Grant

Charles Hatfield

Richaxrd Kent

dohn MeDonald

Tom W T 2
Iain McXenzie

Ernc,t Platts

Showed a 'sinplicity’ Monorall, the idea belng
to use a kinimun of expensive bits. Milke alco
showed a2 Geoff Coles desipgn Crane lLorry, and

a NMMG Constructorproject Ship's Cranes

Brought a displey of C. 1929 Neccano, including
dark Reg/Green seto, manuals, also a High
Voltage Motor and a Stean Engine. :

A Yellow/Blue/ Zinc Pontoon Crane nade within
the confines of a No. L0 get, and driven by a
Marklin EBULOTZ Notor,

Displayed & Tank from a
a helicopter based on the macnine iz iho 'Lluc
Thunder® TV series. -

Showed a Synchrorous Clock which neither of
Editors could startessesce

A Blue/Yellow/White Magic Windmill aand two
Blue and Red Stean engines, one Bean engine,
the other an Undexrtype. 1
4 pair of Black/Yellow No. 1 set Scooters, an
SML 6 Stiff Leg Derrick, and a (Wait for i 13
5 Short Wheelbase, Teck- Driven, Jzone Friend-
1y *Thing* {Phewti)
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Brought a most Splendid modele a Rﬁd]@%eeﬁ
Pocket Battleship~ The Graf Spee. ALL the guns
train,and elevate, and the nodel Teatures
seapiane launchines and rascovery gear. Along
with the working iighting, & very imposing nod.l
Showed a Nurenberg Verge and Follot ¢

Ld/“?een Vaditure de Haiire, and Two 0.
Con uctor medels, one devold o Wingoeee

My hlnngh for 2 pair of wings® 11 savs heres
on the model reporie -

o,
-.
N

Red/Green/Dlue/Zinc 0=450 tean Loco,
on 2 )llntwa Rob &slso had h fun v

racked All Terrszin Vehicle, powered
notore

[e IR %]
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A massive Red/@reen Caterpillar 245 Excavator,
featuring all the working featurcs ¢f the proe
totype,; and using 2ll the Ac¢roplane Collarz in
the known Universe.

Showed his Salt Mine Rodf Cutier in Red/Green,
this model represegats a irpe of hvn;ng whleh
uses standard Coal Cuiier c¢hain and picks to

nine rock salte




Roger Le Rolland Showed an ABC Bus built from leccano, Constructoy

and Stokys parts , also a Midland Railway )
4w2-2 'Spinner® Loco and Tender and an Elcciric
Tramcars "

Prank Singleton Andreas XKonkoly Ellipsograph modelled in Dark

4 Blue and Yellow partse

Chris Thomson Brought an 18th Century Kiecntz Stcan Englne

Geoff Tomlingon A Red/Green Table- Top Blocksetter and & N

made fwmom Blue/Yellow/Zinec parts, based on the
original model of Dxe David Whitnmores
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Meccano Shocking Colle

"People, it has hecn zald, can be placed in three classesi the
few who make thinks happen, the many who watch things happen, and
the overwhelming majorlty who have no idea what has happened”seovowso

NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER '

All members of the SHEFFIELD XECCANO GUILD are in that enviable
pocition mentioned by Mre Butler in the above gquotation. YOU HAKE THINGE

HAPPEN,.

In a world where everything seems to be done on our behalf by
texperts' (where an "ex' is a has~- been, and a 'spert' is a drip under
pressure), the Sheffield Meccano Guild member is able to put his ideas
and theories into solid, real, working practice, and recleve useful,
uncritical advice from fellow nembers at the Guild neetings at Nortcne

Then, at Kelhan Island and other exhibitions, he can digplay

“his creations to *the meany whoe-wateh things happen®, who give thelr

adairation and praise; and then go away and tell thoselwho have no
idea what has happened'. -

Our task as a Guild is to help reduce the size of the 'ao iden
brigade, so that they at lecast bvecome one of the many who walch. Just
t o

c
occacionally, one of the Wmatchers® bvecomes a *doer’, onc of the Tori-
unate feweesasse and beconing a nenmber of THE SLEFFIELD MECCAINC GUILD io

the best possible start for any newcomexr to Meccanoce
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Bob and myself
pI‘OblG‘meea»nﬂee
that anyone out %
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However, if n

writing with

SHG menmbers who do

DIARY DATES 1989

NORTH MIDLANDS MECCANO GUILD, Club Meeting (Oxton)
North Ezst London Meccano Club, Club Neeting,
(Barkingside)

Henley Society of hcc ano Engineers, Club

Keeting (Henley)

West Londom Meccano Soclety, Club Neeting
(Greenford)

Midlands Meccano Guild, Club Heeting (Alcester)
SHEFFIELD MECCANO GUILD, Club Meeting (Norton)
Holy Trinity Meccano Club, Clud Meeting
(Hildenborough) .
NORTH KIDLANDS MECCANO GUILD, Club Heeting {Onton,
Henley Soclety of Meccano Engineers, Club

Meeting (Henley)

North East London Neccano Club. Lxh*biiibn
(Barkingside)— — —

West London Meeccano uocieuy Club Meeting
(Greenford)

LINCOLN MECCAKO EXHIBITION

SKEGEX

The road to Nerton at 5 aesm., SMG Meeting Dav.
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Ea
yself, w tle Lot together, ha int i
5w getner,; have an inteoresti
we may have to iurn naterial awayl Or, rather, wwinz G
Lere about to embark on wmroducine olan : . to
yome rproquelng plans for an inch *c
the foot HOTOL syaceplane should send their work to CCUSTRUCTOR 331I 1
- . 4 |3 Y L RRYS
more than Just news® iz wished Tory, let us know, e t};I L
'(r 1 td " w ' J :
our views, or senddng us trhe kind of thinz you want, This ST
o nct also nubgcribm to Cg can be'e*telcq fore o




ROTHERHAM ARTS CENTRE - VISUAL ARTS EXHIBITION

It is rare ihdeed that Meccano models rub shoulder bolts
with Dressmaking and Wargames, let alone Pottery and Puppets- but v
at this Arts Council sponsored exhibition such was indeed the cases

Beyond pondering whether it is possible to consiruct a }
knitting machine with computerised Ribbing Atdachment in leccano,
it would be inappropriate to describe the other attractions at this
pleasant, if not exactly overcrowded, exhibition,

Rob Mitchell and Mike Beadman put in appearances, along with
some odd bits of Meccano, wearing their other hats as members of the
Rotherhan Soclety of Scale MNodel Makers. It must be said that this
grand moeniker is somewhat of a misnomer, since besides Meccano,
whoge adherents seldom, if ever, aspire to true ‘'scale';, other
menmbers produce wooden models of varlous types, ahd at.least one
chap collects and displays die~ cast toys. _

However, I digress. Rob and Mike took a promiment spot in the
centre of the main hall, and wore their SHMG badges at all times,
with prides ‘

Rob HMitchell Displayed a section of another fine mineral
processing plant, the completed part represents Grizzly and crusher
nechanisms., Produced from the original plant scale drawings,; a
very solid plece of construction which rumbled and vibrated happily
all daye

' Ly
Rob also brought his Side Tank Locc, and his rubber trecked ®
Crawler Vechlcle which astounded the public zll day with feats of
obstacle climbing and motorised vandalism, while his Konkeoly .
Tortoise trundled contentedly about the floor. (4 note concerning
thls model: If making any modificatlons to Andreas® deslgn, such as
a different motor, ensure that the No. 52 plate which forms the base
has no boltheads which can touch the ground. The base must be smodth
for the walking action to be successful.) °

Mike Beadman showed his Constructorproject Ship®s Crane, 2
Biplane, and a partly finished Falirground Monorail., Based on a circ-
ular track, the car attains a 'Scale' speed of around 100 nph, bank-
ing alarningly under centrifugal forces

The main part of the Exhibition, which would have been of-
interest to many YMeccano enthushasts, was a display coamenmorating
the 150ty anniversary of the Sheffield and Rotherham Railway. Apart
from a collection of surviving curios - ticketsy tokens &ce- the disy-
lay congisted of fine model layouts showlng how the railweaey originall;
appeared. It would seem that the Sheffield terninus was near ihe '
Wicker arches, and the site i1s now cohered by Vauxhall dealecrs Charl
Clark; while the Rotherham terminus now has the Pogtal Sorting 00fic
on the sites
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